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1. GENERAL POLICIES AND INFORMATION

1.1. Communicating with the Academy

For information concerning a specific program or area of study, address correspondence to the Office of Student
Services.

United States Sports Academy

One Academy Drive

Daphne, Alabama 36526-7055
Telephone: 251-626-3303
1-800-223-2668 (Admissions only)
Fax: 251-625-1035 (Student Services)
Email: academy@ussa.edu

World Wide Web: http://www.ussa.edu

1.2. Accreditation

The United States Sports Academy is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools to award baccalaureate, master’s, and doctoral degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges
at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of
the United States Sports Academy.

1.3. Alabama State Licensure and Certification

The Academy is licensed by the State of Alabama Department of Postsecondary Education to grant the Bachelor of
Sports Science, Master of Sports Science and Doctor of Education degrees.

Students seeking teaching certification should contact their local school district administration and State
Department of Education. See the Admissions section of this catalog for more information.

1.4. Equal Opportunity Statement

The United States Sports Academy accepts students regardless of race, religion, gender, age, disability or national
origin.

1.5. Military Programs

The Academy is currently affiliated with the Department of Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education
Support (DANTES) distance-learning program. Members of the Armed Forces who wish to use the Services
Tuition Assistance Program to pursue distance-learning opportunities with the Academy may do so. The Academy
is a member of the Service-Members Opportunity Colleges and a participant in The Concurrent Admissions
Program (ConAP). Service members should visit their Education Centers or Navy Campus offices for information
about current tuition assistance policy and procedures. The Academy is also an approved educational institution for
the Veteran’s Administration and is a participant in the Post 9/11 GI Bill “Yellow Ribbon Program.”

1.6. History

President and Chief Executive Officer Dr. Thomas P. Rosandich founded the Academy in 1972, as a direct
response to the increasingly complex interrelationship of sports and society in America. From the beginning, the
Academy’s general mission has been to serve the nation and the world as a sports-education resource, improving
sports through programs of instruction, research, and service.
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The Academy was born from the United States’ need for a national school of sports. This need was highlighted by
the nation’s inferior performance at the 1972 Munich Olympiad, largely the result of poor administration, scant
medical support, and unscientific coaching and training.

The National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA) recognized a need for improved education
in the areas of coaching, sports management, and sports medicine. The association provided a forum for an
exchange of ideas, from which emerged the Academy’s first Board of Advisors (today the Board of Visitors). The
board played a key role in developing basic concepts upon which a graduate institution for teachers, coaches, sports
medicine specialists, and sports administrators was founded to serve (primarily) the nation’s secondary school
level.

Implementation of these concepts fell to the governing Board of Directors (today the Board of Trustees). The
directors were diverse professionals with specific expertise important to the formation of the organization. The
founding Board included Mr. Robert Block, media specialist; Mr. Charles Cape, attorney (deceased); Mr. Gerald
Hock, accountant; Dr. George Uhlig, educator; and Dr. Thomas P. Rosandich, sports administrator. Three of the
founding members continue to serve the Academy.

The Academy’s greatest asset may be its National Faculty, developed in the institution’s formative years. The
National Faculty consists of distinguished educators in all areas of sports who have served as sport specialists
throughout the world. The Academy’s cultural exchange programs reach 60 nations of the Americas, Africa, and
Asia.

A milestone in the Academy’s development was reached in 1976 with the signing of its first international
agreement to deliver education and training in the Kingdom of Bahrain, located in the Arabian (Persian) Gulf. Since
that first agreement, the Academy has delivered a wide range of programs abroad. The scope of service has ranged
from the full-charge conduct of an entire national sports effort, to individual seminars and symposia in international
conferences.

In 1981, the Academy became a candidate for membership in the Commission on Colleges of the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). Evaluated by SACS in 1983, the Academy was admitted to
membership on 13 December 1983, becoming the nation’s first and only freestanding, accredited institution
dedicated solely to professional studies in sports. In summer 1986, a new milestone was reached when the
Academy purchased a permanent campus in Daphne, Alabama, on the eastern shore of Mobile Bay. In summer
1988, following a two-year self-study, the Academy received reaffirmation of accreditation from the Commission
on Colleges of SACS. In 1996, the Academy’s doctoral program received accreditation, and its distance-learning
delivery system was reviewed and approved.

In the years since, the Academy has completed a 10-year comprehensive self-study as well as a successful
reaffirmation of accreditation, awarded in December 1998 and another self-study and reaffirmation awarded in
2008. The Bachelor of Sports Science degree program was introduced, reviewed and accredited in 2005, which
made the institution the only accredited sports university in the country.

One vision for the Academy during its conception was for it to become a university without walls, meeting the
needs of students by teaching sports in any location on the globe. Today as the world’s largest school of sport, the
Academy has met this challenge. The full promise of this vision was realized in fall 1993, when the Academy
introduced the distance-learning delivery system that enables today’s students to complete the whole curriculum
away from the Academy campus (excepting doctoral-level comprehensive examination). In 2008, the Academy’s
graduating class featured students from 37 states and 7 foreign countries.

A secondary mission of the Academy has been the establishment and development of the American Sport Art
Museum and Archives (ASAMA). A division of the Academy, ASAMA is dedicated to preserving sport art and
archival materials. Located in the main building on the Academy campus, the museum exhibits the work of
renowned sport artists. An annual event for ASAMA is the Awards of Sport medallion series of honors. Designated
“a tribute to the artist and the athlete,” the medallion series recognizes outstanding performances and contributions
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of national and international leaders, coaches, administrators, athletes, and artists with influence in the world of
sports.

1.7. Mission Statement

The United States Sports Academy is an independent, non-profit, accredited, special mission sports university
created to serve the nation and the world with programs in instruction, research and service. The role of the
Academy is to prepare men and women for careers in the profession of sports.

1.8. The Philosophy of the Academy

The Academy believes that sport is both an academic discipline and an industry. As such, students need to learn
both the theory of the discipline and the application of that theory to the industry in order to prepare for their chosen
careers.

As an academic discipline, sport has both a discernible and distinct body of knowledge in higher education at both
the undergraduate and graduate levels. The Academy curriculum provides a strong base of theoretical knowledge
for its students.

In addition, the Academy recognizes that the students must be able to apply the theory successfully in the industry.
Hence, the Academy also emphasizes experiential learning both in the classroom and through field-studies called
mentorships by which students, working with leaders in the industry, apply the theory to provide practical solutions
to problems.

1.9. Goals of the Bachelor of Sports Science Degree Program

The specific goals of the bachelor’s degree program are derived from the mission of the Academy. These goals and
objectives are as follows:

1. To require students to read and analyze existing texts and journals to gain knowledge of the principles and
methods governing the practices in the profession of sport;

2. To provide course work on the theory and practice of the sport disciplines that will, in turn, produce
educated individuals who

Think independently,

Articulate clearly their own ideas orally and in writing,

Discuss with conviction issues of significance in their chosen disciplines,

Exhibit an expanded view or vision of the sport discipline of their majors specifically and of sport
in general, and

e Understand an expanded view on sport and its role in society on a national and international basis;

3. To provide course work which shows students how to take theoretical information and put it into practice
by

e Reviewing issues and trends in the world of sport and making appropriate application of the
knowledge in creating solutions;

e (Gaining knowledge of the theory of sport in order to apply it correctly to the right situation at the
right time;

e Demonstrating the appropriate skill sets to work in the profession of sport at various levels from
amateur through professional; and

e Engaging in self-directed study, critical thinking, critical incidence reporting and problem solving
specifically in sport and in the world in general;

4. To increase students’ awareness of the need for a personal philosophy and the importance of ethical
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principles related to their chosen professions and life in general, by

e Reading information on the philosophical, sociological, psychological and historical aspects of the
sport profession in the United States;

e Gaining knowledge of current sport literature, its origins, deviations and expressions in a
contemporary world; and

e Gaining knowledge of ethical principles and how these can be applied in the world of sport and life
in general;

5. To provide materials necessary for students to gain the knowledge, skill sets and practical abilities to
succeed in the discipline of the sport major being studied; and

6. To provide a practical experience in the area of sport discipline in which the student can fully test the
knowledge and sets of skills acquired in real life experiences under qualified mentors.

1.10. Expectations of Students at the Bachelor’s Degree Level

The Academy anticipates that students will come from a variety of backgrounds to pursue Bachelor of Sports
Science degrees. Upon receipt of a bachelor’s degree, students are expected to assume regional, national, or
international positions in the development, delivery or administration of sport or sport education programs. Those
already employed in sport or sport education are expected to have enhanced skills, knowledge, and understanding,
which will promote the advancement of sport, sport education, or sports sciences.

Throughout this catalog there are statements that create the policy for student rights and responsibilities.
These statements have been brought together as a composite document called Student Rights and
Responsibilities. This should be read thoroughly by each undergraduate student. A copy of this document
may be found in Addendum A of this catalog.

1.11. Honor Code for the United States Sports Academy

By enrolling at the Academy, students join a global community of scholars who are committed to the pursuit of
excellence in the instructional process. The Academy expects that all students will pursue their studies with both
integrity and honesty. Those students who choose not to do so are forewarned that academic integrity and honesty
are taken seriously at the Academy. Any student caught in academic dishonesty, including but not limited to
plagiarism and cheating, will be subject to disciplinary action, which may include expulsion from the program.

1.12. Special Provisions

Every effort has been made to include information in this catalog that, at the time of printing, most accurately and
pertinently reflects the Academic curriculum policy and procedures of the Academy.

Fees, charges and costs set forth in this catalog are subject to change at any time without prior notice. All
courses, programs, and activities described in this catalog are subject to change, cancellation, or termination
by the institution at any time. Academy regulations and degree requirements are subject to revision during
the effective period of this catalog to reflect changes in policies, occupational and licensure requirements, or
other factors related to the quality of the program. The catalog that will govern a student’s enrollment at the
Academy will be the one in force on the date of the first enrollment in any course of the institution.

1.13. Location

The Academy campus is located in Daphne, Alabama, on the beautiful Eastern Shore of historic Mobile Bay. To
reach the Academy, take Exit 35 from U.S. Interstate 10 and travel one mile south on U.S. Highway 98 East.The
area enjoys semi-tropical weather most of the year. Average temperatures range from the 50s in January to the 90s

in July. One of the fastest growing areas of the Sun Belt, Metropolitan Mobile has a population in excess of
550,000.
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Famous for its boating and fishing and its close proximity to the white sand beaches of the Gulf of Mexico, the area
is also well known for the beauty of its architecture and its abundant greenery and flowers.

Metropolitan Mobile has a strong international flavor dating back almost 500 years to when the Spanish, the first
European explorers in the area, sailed into Mobile Bay. Since then four other flags have flown over Mobile in
addition to Mobile’s own including those of the French, English, Confederacy, and United States.

The Port City has much to offer residents, visitors and, Academy students. It is the home of the Senior Bowl (an all-
star college football competition), the GMAC Bowl, the Mobile Bay Bears (Arizona Diamondbacks Double A
baseball team), Mardi Gras (a festival of parades and activities prior to Lent), America’s Junior Miss pageant, and
numerous cultural and recreational activities. This is a great place in which to live and learn.

1.14. Affiliations

Listed below are some of the organizations in which the Academy faculty and or staff are represented by
affiliations or memberships.

Air University Associate-to-Baccalaureate Cooperative Program
Alabama Art Education Association

Alabama Association of College Registrars and Admissions Officers
Alabama Association of Independent Colleges and Universities
Alabama Association of International Educators

Alabama Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators

Alabama Council of Graduate Deans

Alabama Library Association

Alabama Museums Association

Alabama State Chiropractic Association

American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance
American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers
American Association of Museums

American Association of Presidents of Independent Colleges and Universities
American Baseball Coaches Association

American Council on Exercise

American College of Sports Medicine

American Chiropractic Association

American Library Association

American Swimming Coaches Association

Association for Institutional Research

Association of American International Colleges and Universities
College and University Personnel Association

Council for the Advancement and Support of Education

Council on Higher Education Accreditation

Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support

Department of Veterans Affairs Yellow Ribbon Program

Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce

International Chiropractic Association

International Council for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, Sport and Dance
International Council of Sports Science and Physical Education
International Olympic Committee

International Sport for All Federation

International Sports Heritage Association

International Society of Olympic Historians
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National Academy of Sports Medicine

National Association of Foreign Student Advisors

National Association for Sport & Physical Education
National Association of Academic Advisors for Athletics
National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics
National Association of International Educators

National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators
National Athletic Trainers’ Association

National Clearinghouse

National Council for the Accreditation of Coaching Education
National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS)
National Strength and Conditioning Association

National University Continuing Education Association
Network of Alabama Academic Libraries

Nichols College

North American Society for Sport History

North American Society for Sports Management

Online Computer Library Center

Positive Coaching Alliance

Professional Tennis Registry

Southeastern Library Network

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools

Southern Association of College Registrars and Admissions Officers
Southern Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators
Southern Regional Electronic Campus

United States Distance Learning Association

United States Swimming

United States Tennis Association

United States Track and Field Coaches Association

Women’s Sport Services

1.15. Academy Library

The Academy library supports the mission of the Academy by ensuring that faculty and students have access to
adequate academic and sports-specific learning resources and services. The library, available to students on and off
campus, holds over 9,000 monographs, 650 audiovisual materials and 3,033 microforms. It maintains 198
periodical subscriptions. The Academy is a member of LYRASIS, our arm of the Online Computer Library Center
(OCLC). The OCLC has access to 71,000 libraries in 112 countries, with 1.5 billion records.

Through the Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC), students can access library holdings worldwide via the
Internet. In addition, the virtual library consists of 58 periodical databases. Library resources are accessible through
the course management system. Students needing assistance may contact library staff by phone or by email at
library(@ussa.edu.

1.15.1 Library Books

Off campus students may borrow books from the Academy Library by emailing library@ussa.edu. Students will be
billed for the shipping and return postage fees. If a book is not returned, the student will be billed the full cost of the
book. If payment is not made, a hold will be placed on the student’s account.
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2. ACADEMIC CALENDAR for 2009-2010

The Academy Academic Calendar lists all key dates for all degree levels. Therefore, it contains some activities
that may not be relevant to your program of study. If you have any question as to the relevance of any date listed
here onto your program of study, please consult your catalog or ask your advisor.

2009-2010 2010-2011
2009 FALL 2010
7 September Labor Day Holiday 6 September
9 September Residential Orientation 8 September
10 September Open Registration for Online Classes 9 September
10 September Residential Classes Begin 9 September
12 October Last day to Register for Fall Doctoral Comprehensive Exam 11 October
11-13 November Doctoral Comprehensive Exam 1102_ November
17 November MAT Testing 18 November
26-27 November Thanksgiving Holiday 2256_ November
5 December Last Day to Register for Spring Doctoral Comprehensive Exam 6 December
18 December Last Day to Withdraw from Residential Classes 17 December
18 December Last Day to Withdraw from Course with a Grade of “W” 17 December
25 December Christmas Holiday 25 December
31 December Last Day to Register for Fall Online Classes 31 December
2010 SPRING 2011
4 January Residential Orientation 3 January
5 January Open Registration for Online Classes 4 January
5 January Residential Classes Begin 4 January
6-8 January Doctoral Comprehensive Examinations 5-7 January
18 January Martin Luther King Holiday 17 January
28 January MAT Testing 27 January
16 February Mardi Gras Holiday 8 March
16 May Last Day to Withdraw from Course with a Grade of “W” 15 May
16 May Last Day to Withdraw from Residential Classes 15 May
28 May Last Day to Register for Spring Online Classes 27 May
2010 SUMMER 2011
31 May Memorial Day Holiday 30 May
1 June Residential Orientation 1 June
2 June Open Registration for Online Classes 1 June
2 June Residential Classes Begin 2 June
6 June Last Day to Register for Summer Doctoral Comprehensive Exam 6 June
8 June MAT Testing 9 June
4 July American Independence Day Commemorated 4 July
7-9 July Doctoral Comprehensive Examinations 6-8 July
20 August Last Day to Withdraw from Course with a Grade of “W” 19 August
20 August Last Day to Withdraw from Residential Classes 19 August
31 August Last Day to Register for Summer Online Classes 31 August
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3. ADMISSIONS

Courses in the Academy’s Bachelor of Sport Science (BSS) degree program are open to any student who holds a
secondary school diploma or general equivalency diploma (GED). Offered online, the BSS degree and individual
bachelor’s degree courses are sport specific. The BSS degree features majors in sports coaching, sports
management and sports studies. Degree-seeking students must earn a minimum of 30 semester-hours from the
Academy. Catalog section 3.1 explains admission criteria and categories.

3.1.  General Admission
Applicants for degree-seeking admission must submit the following:

1. A completed bachelor’s degree application, accompanied by a $50 non-refundable application fee ($100 for
international students),

2. Official copies of all college transcripts (or certified English translations for international students)

3. A written personal statement describing the motivation or reasons for pursuing a Bachelor of Sports Science
degree program.

4. Students who have obtained previous undergraduate education in a country other than the U.S. or Canada
must have certified English translations of foreign school transcripts and a course-by-course evaluation
completed by a member of the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services
(http://www.naces.org/members.htm)

Applicants for non-degree-seeking admission must submit the following for enrollment:
1. A completed bachelor’s degree application accompanied by a $50 non-refundable application fee; and
2. Official copies (or certified English translations for international students) of secondary-school transcripts
showing completion of a high school diploma or its equivalency, or college transcripts.

3.1.1. Full-Standing Admission

For full-standing admission to the bachelor’s program, an applicant must have completed at least 60 semester hours
from regionally accredited programs of which 30 semester hours are the general education component (GEC) with
a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or higher. For students who do not qualify for full standing admission refer to the
Conditional Admission section below.

3.1.2. Conditional Admission

The conditional-admission category is for students who do not meet one or more of the full admissions
requirements.

Conditional Academic Admission

If the applicant has completed a minimum of 36 transferable semester hours of required lower-division
coursework but has an institutional GPA of less than 2.0 AND/OR has credits accepted that were obtained
from a school that does not hold regional accreditation, the applicant may be accepted as a conditional
academic student. Conditional academic students must complete their first 12 semester hours of
coursework with a minimum GPA of at least 2.0 to continue with the program.
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e Ifa conditional academic student has all lower-division requirements completed at the time of
completion of their first 12 semester hours, they will be moved to full-standing status.

e Ifaconditional academic student enters the program without ALL required lower division hours
completed, once they are reviewed after the completion of their first 12 semester hours and meet
the minimum GPA requirement stated above, they will be moved to conditional administrative
status until they have successfully satisfied all lower-division requirements. Conditional
administrative students will be moved to full-standing status provided they complete their
deficiencies before they register for the Academy’s final Core courses.

Conditional Administrative Admission

Applicants who have earned at least 36 semester hours of required lower-division coursework, but have not
accumulated all lower-division transferable semester hours (including the general education component)
may be admitted on a conditional administrative basis but will be required to earn any deficient lower-
division hours before the completion of their fourth core course before being moved to full-standing status.

Students failing to complete any of the deficient lower-division hours required before they have completed
their fourth core course will not be allowed to enroll in the mentorship and may not be allowed to enroll in
additional coursework in their upper-division program requirements until deficiencies are satisfied.

3.1.3. Non-Degree Admission (Individual Courses)

A non-degree seeking student is a student who has enrolled in a course and holds at least a secondary school or
general equivalency diploma (GED) but has not applied for admission to the bachelor’s degree program. Financial
aid is not available from the Academy for non-degree seeking students.

A non-degree-seeking student is allowed to take courses for transfer or for similar interests but is not admitted as a
degree-seeking student. A non-degree-seeking student is not eligible to enroll in a mentorship and cannot transfer
into degree-seeking status without successfully completing the full application process. If a non-degree-seeking
student chooses to seek degree status, the student is responsible for all fees associated with the regular admission
process. Once a student has completed courses as a non-degree-seeking student, they will have 180 days to enroll in
additional work or must reapply to the program.

3.1.4. International Student Admission

In addition to the applicable domestic requirements, an international applicant seeking admission to the bachelor’s
program must submit the following to the Office of Undergraduate Admissions:

1. Official documentation showing a satisfactory score on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL)
in a computer-based format (minimum 213), Internet-based format (minimum 79), paper-based format
(minimum 550) or a satisfactory score on International English Language Testing System (IELTS) in the
academic module (minimum overall band score of 6). Students may be conditionally admitted with a
TOEFL score of 500 to 549 on the paper-based format, 173 to 212 on the computer-based format, 61-78 on
the Internet-based format or 5 to 5.9 on the IELTS.

Applicants whose native language is English or students who have a degree from an institution whose
primary language of instruction is English are not required to take the TOEFL or IELTS.

2. Students who have obtained previous undergraduate education in a country other than the U.S. or Canada
must have certified English translations of foreign school transcripts and a course-by-course evaluation
completed by a member of the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services
(http://www.naces.org/members.htm) This evaluation must demonstrate that a student has attained a
minimum of semester hours of transferable credit alone or in conjunction with acceptable credits earned in
the U.S. in order to be admitted to the BSS program.
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3.2.

3.2.1.

3.2.2.

Among the semester credit-hours to be transferred are 30 semester credit hours of the general education
requirements. The only exception to this requirement is that the three to six hours of English composition
or English language arts may be waived by a TOEFL score that meets the Academy’s minimum standards
for acceptance to the program. Once an international student has been officially admitted, the Academy
expressly reserves the right to mandate English as a Second Language (ESL) instruction until a reasonable
mastery of the English Language has been attained.

All international resident students will be assessed health insurance fees (see Tuition and Fee section of this
catalog.)

Transfer Credit Acceptance

Specific Transfer Policies in the Bachelor’s Program
The Academy accepts courses from all regionally-accredited institutions.

The Academy accepts courses from all nationally-accredited institutions (as recognized by the Department
of Education) on a conditional basis, i.e., the student must achieve a 2.0 or higher GPA in the first 12 hours
of the undergraduate level work at the Academy for the courses to transfer.

The Academy will accept courses from international institutions on a conditional basis, provided that the
credits are equivalent to courses taken at a regionally or nationally accredited U.S. institution and meet the
categories for the lower-division requirements.

The Academy may accept transfer credits from non-accredited institutions on a conditional basis. All such
transfer credits must be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

An applicant may offer for consideration the transfer credit hours earned by means of the Defense Activity
for Nontraditional Education Support (DANTES) Test if the school from which the applicant is transferring
accepted the test and said hours are reflected on the applicant’s transcript. In addition, the applicant must
have an official DANTES score report mailed directly to Undergraduate Admissions.

College Level Examination Program (CLEP) credit may be accepted towards the 60 hours of transferable
credit if the institution from which the applicant is transferring accepted the hours and said hours are
reflected on the applicant’s transcript. In addition, the applicant must have an official CLEP score report
mailed directly to Undergraduate Admissions.

Individuals who submit test scores for DANTES or CLEP will be referred to the Undergraduate Admissions
Committee. The committee reserves the right to accept or reject the number of hours that may be accepted.

The Academy does not grant or accept academic credit for previous life experience. The Academy cannot
accept remedial credit for transfer.

Students may not transfer repeated course credit more than once even if the equivalent courses were earned
at different intuitions.

Transfer Request Procedures (upper-division courses)

Any applicant to one of the Academy's bachelor's degree programs is eligible to transfer from another college or
university equivalent upper-division courses that are substantially the same as the Academy curriculum. A student
may transfer no more than 90 semester-hours to the Academy including the required lower-division hours.

1.
2.

Students interested in transfer-credit must apply to the program before the institution will consider requests.

Courses earned at a college or university that utilizes the quarter system will have hours converted to the
semester calendar for the purpose of review and, if accepted, transfer.
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3. A cover letter explaining the request should be sent to the Chief Academic Officer, along with a copy of the
official transcripts showing the grade earned, a catalog description of the course, and a copy of the syllabus
outlining learning objectives and course content. In addition, the applicant should specify which of the
Academy’s courses the transfer courses may be able to replace.

4. In the case of international credits that a student requests to have reviewed for upper-division transfer,
students must provide copies of all course syllabi outlining learning objectives and course content in or
translated to English.

3.3.  Statute of Limitations on Acceptance

Once accepted a prospective student has one year from the date of acceptance to enroll in the bachelor’s degree
program. A student failing to enroll within the one-year time limit is required to reapply. The Academy reserves the
right to request resubmission of any or all of the required admission materials and fees for readmission.

3.4. Registration / Orientation

Students may start course work at any time following acceptance, within the Statute of Limitations. Registration is
done on the “unofficial” registration form on the Academy website. All fees and tuition are due at the time of
registration. Students are automatically enrolled in the Academy’s online orientation course (SPT 101) during their
first enrollment period. SPT 101 Introduction to Academy Online Learning is a no-cost, non-credit orientation
course. It serves as a tutorial of the Academy’s system of online learning. The course is graded on a Pass/Fail basis
and must be completed during the student’s first enrollment period.

3.5. Institutional Testing Codes

The Educational Testing Service has assigned the Academy an institutional code of 1885 for the Test of English as
a Foreign Language (TOEFL).

Examinees who wish to have official scores reported to the Academy should use this number. It should be noted
that the testing agencies will not send score reports from tests which were taken more than five years ago.

3.6. Testing Facilities

The following testing facilities and services may be of help to students in the bachelor’s degree program at the
Academy:

1. TOEFL (International Students)

www.toefl.org.
Score required = 550 (paper based), 213 (computer based) or 79 (Internet-based)
School code: 1885

2. Educational Testing Services (ETS)
(609) 771-7630

wWww.ets.org.

3. Consortium of College Testing Centers (CCTC)
http://www.ncta-testing.org/cctc/

4. International Students (IELTS)

www.ielts.org
Score Required = 6 (Academic Module)

School Code: 1885
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3.7. Alabama and Other State Teaching-Certification Requirements

Bachelor students planning to be certified as teachers in the state of Alabama or another state of their choice must
contact their respective Department of Education for current requirements and to determine if the state recognizes
degrees earned by online or distance-learning education. It is each student’s responsibility to check on these
requirements.

Alabama applicants will be required to obtain background clearance through a fingerprint review conducted by the
Alabama Bureau of Investigation (ABI) unless they hold or have held an Alabama Professional Certificate or
Career/Technical Certificate that was issued on the basis of an application submitted prior to July 1, 1997. An
individual who obtains background clearance for the issuance of an Alabama teaching certificate and allows that
certification to lapse more than 90 days will be required to obtain another background clearance for the issuance of
a certificate. Alabama applicants must meet the teacher certificate requirements in effect on the date the application
is received in the Teacher Education and Certification Office.
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4. ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

4.1. Bachelor of Sports Science (B.S.S.) Degree Program

The United States Sports Academy offers Bachelor of Sports Science degrees in sports coaching, sports
management, and sports studies. Degree-seeking students must take a minimum of 30 semester-hours at the
Academy. The Academy’s online program makes it convenient for students to take individual courses from the
Academy that can be transferred to most any institution in the United States. For non-degree options, please see
Admissions Requirements in section 3.

It is recommended that admitted students follow the prescribed progression in their majors.

Students are required to have an approved Program of Study (POS) on file that addresses all the core, required
major and elective courses, and required mentorship for their chosen program. It is the student’s responsibility to
update this document if necessary and to have it approved by an academic advisor. After successful completion of
the core, required, and elective courses with a 2.0 or better cumulative grade point average (GPA), the student will
consult with the Mentorship Office, in conjunction with his or her academic advisor, to plan the culminating
experience.

The culminating experience in the bachelor’s degree program is an experiential educational component referred to
as a mentorship. The mentorship consists of 400 hours of study in the field of sport. It is supervised by a mentor
selected by the student. The mentorship is based upon specific learning goals and objectives established
collaboratively by the student, the Academy and the mentor. The mentorship requires monthly reports, a final
evaluation by the mentor and a 5,000 word paper by the student describing how and why goals and objectives were
or were not achieved. The student must have their mentor approved by the Academy and cannot log mentorship
hours before official course enrollment is complete.

The mentorship grade is based on three components. It is weighted as follows:

1. An exit interview between the student and an Academy advisor is worth 5%;

2. A 5,000-word paper written by the student that assesses the attainment of the expected goals and objectives
is worth 10%; and,

3. A final evaluation, completed by the mentor, is worth 85%.

4.2 Online Delivery Process

The Academy’s bachelor’s degree is delivered online in an asynchronous environment. This means that the
professor and student do not have to be in simultaneous contact for learning to take place or assignments to be
completed. Academy students will receive a log-on and password to access online courses once they are enrolled.
They also receive the required textbook(s) for each course. Every course, with the exception of the independent
study courses, includes written assignments, participation in threaded discussions, quizzes, and a final examination.
The Academy library and its extensive reference database system can be accessed through the Academy website.
There are specific time limits (16 weeks plus extensions) that apply to completion of online courses. Those 16
weeks include one week built into the course time for shipping and handling of materials.

4.2.2. Residential Study Option
The bachelors degree is offered online, but at the Academy’s discretion a residential cohort will be accepted.

Attendance at the regularly scheduled orientation is mandatory for all new and returning residential students.
Students should check with the Division of Student Services for the schedule of residential course offerings

4.3. Affiliated Credit Options

The Academy is a member of the Southern Regional Educational Campus (SREC). The SREC is made up of
colleges and universities from 16 Southern states. It offers 1,250 courses and 60 degree programs through the
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SREC web portal. The Academy was among the first independent colleges and universities in Alabama selected for
participation in the SREC consortium. Academy courses offered through the SREC Electronic Campus can be
found at http://www.electroniccampus.org .

4.4. Sports Management Curriculum

The curriculum in sports management is designed to give students a broad-based knowledge of the management
fundamentals associated with sports industry. In addition, it allows the student to be competent managers in sports
organizations by providing a broad understanding of the industry’s various forms and special nature through a
mixture of core, required, elective, and experiential educational components.

The curriculum for sports management has four core courses, nine required courses, five elective courses, and a
required mentorship. All hours listed are semester-hours.

BSS Core Courses — 12 semester hours

e SAB334 Ethics in Sports 3 hours
e SAB 361 Contemporary Issues in Sports 3 hours
e SAM 340 Organization and Management in Sports 3 hours
e SAM 400 Leadership Principles in Sports 3 hours
Major Courses — 27 semester hours
e SAM 322 Foundations of Amateur & Professional Sports 3 hours
e SAM 342 Personnel Management in Sports 3 hours
e SAM 344 Sports Marketing 3 hours
e SAM 445 Sports Managerial Accounting 3 hours
e SAM 448 Sports Promotion & Event Planning 3 hours
e SAM 450 Fund Raising in Sports 3 hours
e SAMA451 Public Relations in Sports 3 hours
e SAM 482 Sports Facilities Management 3 hours
e SAM 486 Sports Law & Risk Management 3 hours
Electives — Choose S courses or 15 semester hours
e SAB 305 Sociology of Sports 3 hours
e SAB310 History of Sports 3 hours
e SAB 368 Psychology of Sports 3 hours
e SAM 367 Olympic Culture 3 hours
e SAM 386 Legal Concepts in Sports 3 hours
e SAM 392 Sports Agent Business 3 hours
e SAM 496 Topical Reading in Sports 3 hours

After completion of the core, required, and elective courses, students take the mentorship as the culminating
experience.

e SPT 498 Mentorship 6 hours

4.4.1 Emphasis Areain Sports Security

Students enrolled in the BSS program in sports management may take three courses to obtain a degree with a sports
security emphasis. Consult Addendum E to see how these courses fit into the program of study. The three courses
are as follows:

e SAM 487 Introduction to Sports Security Management 3 hours
e SAM 488 Contemporary Sports Security Management 3 hours
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e SAM 489 Introduction to Emergency Management for Sport Settings 3 hours

4.5. Sports Coaching Curriculum

The sports coaching major is designed to prepare students to enter the coaching profession. Since coaches are often
required to do multiple tasks at the same time, the course work covers ethics, sports medicine, psychology,
administrative and management functions as well as the “skills and drills” relevant to all coaching assignments. The
program is designed to produce high-quality coaches by offering students all relevant aspects of a demanding
profession.

The curriculum for sports coaching has four core courses, nine required courses, three general elective courses, two
sports coaching science electives and a required mentorship. All hours listed are semester hours.

BSS Core Courses — 12 semester hours

e SAB 334 Ethics in Sports 3 hours
e SAB 361 Contemporary Issues in Sports 3 hours
e SAM 340 Organization and Management in Sports 3 hours
e SAM 400 Leadership Principles in Sports 3 hours

Major Courses — 27 semester hours

e SAB 305 Sociology of Sports 3 hours
e SAB 368 Psychology of Sports 3 hours
e SAB 371 Sports Coaching Methodology 3 hours
e SAB 373 Scientific Principles of Coaching 3 hours
e SAD 320 Applied Sports Performance Analysis 3 hours
e SAD 346 Sports Medicine 3 hours
e SAD 356 Sports Nutrition 3 hours
e SAM 322 Foundations of Amateur & Professional Sports 3 hours
e SAR 332 Sports Strength & Conditioning 3 hours

Electives — Choose 3 courses or 12 semester hours

e SAB 301 Sports Officiating 3 hours
e SAB 302 Sports Coaching Technology 3 hours
e SAB 310 History of Sports 3 hours
e SAM 386 Legal Concepts in Sports 3 hours
e SAM 451 Public Relations in Sports 3 hours
e SAM 482 Sports Facilities Management 3 hours
e SAM 496 Topical Readings in Sports 3 hours

Electives — Choose 2 courses or 6 semester hours

e SCS 300 Coaching Cross-Country Skiing 3 hours
e SCS303 Coaching Track and Field 3 hours
e SCS 308 Coaching Baseball 3 hours
e SCS313 Coaching Basketball 3 hours
e SCS317 Coaching Cheerleading 3 hours
e SCS318 Coaching Cross-Country Running 3 hours
e SCS 328 Coaching Field Hockey 3 hours
e SCS 330 Coaching Figure Skating 3 hours
e SCS332 Coaching American Football 3 hours
e SCS334 Coaching Golf 3 hours
e SCS337 Coaching Gymnastics 3 hours
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e SCS338 Coaching Ice Hockey 3 hours
e SCS 364 Coaching Soccer 3 hours
e SCS 366 Coaching Softball 3 hours
e SCS370 Coaching Swimming 3 hours
e SCS376 Coaching Tennis 3 hours
e SCS378 Coaching Volleyball 3 hours
e SCS 384 Coaching Wrestling 3 hours

After completion of the core, required, and elective courses, students take the mentorship as the culminating
experience.

e SPT 498 Mentorship 6 hours

4.6. Sports Studies Curriculum

The sports studies curriculum is designed to give students the opportunity to build areas of concentration that meet
their specific needs.

The curriculum for sports studies has four core courses, 14 elective courses and a mentorship as the culminating
experience. All hours listed are semester hours.

BSS Core Courses — 12 semester hours

e SAB 334 Ethics in Sports 3 hours
e SAB 361 Contemporary Issues in Sports 3 hours
¢ SAM 340 Organization and Management in Sports 3 hours
e SAM 400 Leadership Principles in Sports 3 hours
Major Courses — Choose 14 cour