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1. GENERAL POLICIES AND INFORMATION

1.1. Communicating with the Academy

For information concerning a specific program or area of study, address correspondence to the Office of
Student Services.

United States Sports Academy

One Academy Drive

Daphne, Alabama 36526-7055
Telephone: 251-626-3303
1-800-223-2668 (Admissions only)
Fax: 251-625-1035 (Student Services)
Email: academy@ussa.edu

World Wide Web: http://www.ussa.edu

1.2. Regional Accreditation and Approvals
1.2.1 Accreditation

The United States Sports Academy, hereinafter called “the Academy”, is regionally accredited by the
Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to award baccalaureate,
master’s, and doctoral degrees. Contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
Georgia 30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of the Academy.

1.2.2 Sports Management Program Review Council

It was not until the early 1970’s when sport education became recognized as an academic discipline and
sport management degree programs were established. Today, over 200 North American colleges and
universities are engaged in the preparation of management personnel for sport organizations. The
Academy is one of only three universities that has been approved by the Sports Management Program
Review Council (SMPRC) to offer sports management degree programs at all levels (bachelor’s,
master’s, and doctoral).

The Commission on Sport Management Accreditation (COSMA) recognizes the term of approval from
SMPRC-approved programs. The North American Society for Sport Management (NASSM) maintains a
list of American universities offering sport management programs where the Academy is listed:
www.nassm.com/InfoAbout/SportMgmtPrograms/United_States.

1.3. Alabama State Licensure and Certification

The Academy is licensed by the State of Alabama Department of Postsecondary Education to grant the
Bachelor of Sports Science (B.S.S.), Master of Sports Science (M.S.S.), and Doctor of Education (Ed.D.)
degrees.

Students seeking teaching certification should contact their local school district administration and state
Department of Education. See the Admissions section of this catalog for more information.
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1.4. Equal Opportunity Statement

The Academy accepts students regardless of race, religion, gender, age, disability, or national origin.

1.5 Military Programs

The Academy is currently affiliated with the Department of Defense Activity for Non-Traditional
Education Support (DANTES) distance-learning program. Members of the Armed Forces who wish to
use the Services Tuition Assistance Program to pursue distance-learning opportunities with the Academy
may do so. The Academy is a member of the Service-Members Opportunity Colleges (SOC) and a
participant in the Concurrent Admissions Program (ConAP). Service members should visit their
Education Centers or Navy campus offices for information about current tuition assistance policy and
procedures. The Academy is also an approved educational institution for the Veteran’s Administration
and is a participant in the Post 9/11 GI Bill “Yellow Ribbon Program.” In 2011, the Academy was
designated a “Military Friendly” school.

1.6. History

President and Chief Executive Officer Dr. Thomas P. Rosandich founded the Academy in 1972 as a direct
response to the increasingly complex interrelationship of sport and society in America. From the
beginning, the Academy’s general mission has been to serve the nation and the world as a sport-education
resource, improving sport through programs of instruction, research, and service. The Academy was born
from the United States’ need for a national school of sport. This need was highlighted by the nation’s
inferior performance at the 1972 Munich Olympiad, largely the result of poor administration, scant
medical support, and unscientific coaching and training. When the Blyth-Mueller Report (1974)
established a solid link between poor preparation of coaches and the number and severity of injuries to
their athletes, the need for such an institution proved even greater.

The National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA) recognized a need for improved
education in the areas of coaching, sports management, and sports medicine. The association provided a
forum for an exchange of ideas, from which emerged the Academy’s first Board of Advisors (today the
Board of Visitors). The board played a key role in developing basic concepts upon which a graduate
institution for teachers, coaches, sports medicine specialists, and sports administrators was founded to
serve (primarily) the nation’s secondary school level.

Implementation of these concepts fell to the governing Board of Directors (today the Board of Trustees).
The directors were diverse professionals with specific expertise important to the formation of the
organization. The founding Board included Mr. Robert Block, media specialist; Mr. Charles Cape,
attorney (deceased); Mr. Gerald Hock, accountant; Dr. George Uhlig, educator; and Dr. Thomas P.
Rosandich, sports administrator. Two of the founding members continue to serve the Academy as
members of the Board of Trustees.

The Academy’s greatest asset may be its National Faculty, developed in the institution’s formative years.
The National Faculty consists of distinguished educators in all areas of sport who have served as sport
specialists throughout the world.

A milestone in the Academy’s development was reached in 1976 with the signing of its first international
agreement to deliver education and training in the Kingdom of Bahrain, located in the Arabian (Persian)
Gulf. Since that first agreement, the Academy has delivered a wide range of programs abroad. The scope
of service has ranged from the full-charge conduct of an entire national sport effort, to individual
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seminars and symposia in international conferences. The Academy’s cultural exchange programs reach
more than 60 nations throughout the world.

In 1981, the Academy became a candidate for membership in the Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). Evaluated by SACS in 1983, the Academy was
admitted to membership on 13 December 1983, becoming the nation’s first and only freestanding,
accredited institution dedicated solely to professional studies in sport. In summer 1986, a new milestone
was reached when the Academy purchased a permanent campus in Daphne, Alabama, on the eastern
shore of Mobile Bay. In summer 1988, following a two-year self-study, the Academy received
reaffirmation of accreditation from the Commission on Colleges of SACS. In 1996, the Academy’s
doctoral program received accreditation, and its distance-learning delivery system was reviewed and
approved. The Academy has successfully received accreditation reaffirmation in both 1998 and in 2008.
The B.S.S. degree program was introduced, reviewed, and accredited in 2004, which made the institution
the only accredited sports university in the country.

One vision for the Academy during its conception was for it to become a university without walls,
meeting the needs of students by providing sport education in any location around the world. Today as the
world’s largest school of sport, the Academy has met this challenge. The full promise of this vision was
realized in fall 1993, when the Academy introduced the distance-learning delivery system that enables
today’s students to complete the entire curriculum away from the Academy campus.

A secondary mission of the Academy has been the establishment and development of the American Sport
Art Museum and Archives (ASAMA). A division of the Academy, ASAMA is dedicated to preserving
sport art and archival materials. Located on the Academy campus, the museum exhibits the work of
renowned sport artists. An annual event for ASAMA is the Awards of Sport medallion series of honors.
Designated “a tribute to the artist and the athlete,” the medallion series recognizes outstanding
performances and contributions of national and international leaders, coaches, administrators, athletes,
and artists with influence in the world of sport.

1.7. Mission Statement

The Academy is an independent, non-profit, accredited, special mission sports university created to serve
the nation and the world with programs in instruction, research, and service. The role of the Academy is
to prepare men and women for careers in the profession of sports.

1.8. The Philosophy of the Academy

The Academy believes that sport is both an academic discipline and an industry. As such, students need to
learn both the theory of the discipline and the application of that theory to the industry in order to prepare
for their chosen careers.

As an academic discipline, sport has both a discernible and distinct body of knowledge in higher
education at the undergraduate and graduate levels. The Academy’s curriculum provides a strong base of
theoretical and practical knowledge in sport for its students.

In addition, the Academy recognizes that the students must be able to apply the theory successfully in the
industry. Hence, the Academy also emphasizes experiential learning both in the classroom and through
field-studies called mentorships by which students, working with leaders in the industry, apply the theory
to provide practical solutions to problems.
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1.9. Goals of the Master’s Degree Program

The specific goals of the M.S.S. degree program are to offer a professional degree to prepare men and
women for careers in the profession of sports. The goals of the master’s degree program are to:

1. Attain the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed as a professional in sport disciplines.

2. Evaluate and synthesize theoretical information and integrate it into practice by:
a. Recognizing issues and trends in sports;
b. Exhibiting the necessary knowledge and skills in program management;
c. Providing organizational or professional development in sport-related programs; and
d. Engaging in self-directed study, critical thinking, and problem solving.

3. Increase awareness of the need to develop a personal philosophy and ethical principles related to

sports by:
a. Acquiring knowledge of the sociological, historical, political, and philosophical aspects
of sports;
b. Developing an understanding and working knowledge of the current state of the sport
profession;

c. Recognizing how sports impact human behavior; and
d. Practicing the application of ethical principles in practical situations.

4. Introduce students to the principles and methods of research in the area of sports by providing
instruction and supervised practice in:
a. Investigating existing research;
b. Formulating research that integrates knowledge and experience with existing theories; and
c. Analyzing and synthesizing data.

1.10. Expectations of Students at the Master’s Degree Level

The Academy anticipates that students will come from a variety of backgrounds to pursue the master’s
degree program. Upon receipt of a master’s degree, students are expected to assume regional, national, or
international positions in the development, delivery, or administration of sport or sport education
programs. Those already employed in sport or sport education are expected to have enhanced skills,
knowledge, and understanding, which will promote the advancement of sport, sport education, or sports
sciences.

Throughout this catalog there are statements that create the policy for student rights and responsibilities.
These statements have been brought together as a composite document called Student Rights and
Responsibilities. This should be read thoroughly by each master’s student. A copy of this document may
be found in the Addenda of this catalog.

1.11. Honor Code for the United States Sports Academy

By enrolling at the Academy, students join a global community of scholars who are committed to the
pursuit of excellence in the instructional process. The Academy expects that all students will pursue their
studies with integrity and honesty. Those students who choose not to do so are forewarned that academic
integrity and honesty are taken seriously at the Academy. Any student caught in academic dishonesty,
including but not limited to plagiarism and cheating, will be subject to disciplinary action, which may
include expulsion from the program.
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1.12. Special Provisions

Every effort has been made to include information in this catalog that, at the time of printing, most
accurately and pertinently reflects the academic curriculum policies and procedures of the Academy. The
provisions of this catalog do not constitute a contract between any student and the United States Sports
Academy.

Fees, charges, and costs set forth in this catalog are subject to change at any time without prior notice. All
courses, programs, and activities described in this catalog are subject to change, cancellation, or
termination by the institution at any time. Academy regulations and degree requirements are subject to
revision during the effective period of this catalog to reflect changes in policies, occupational and
licensure requirements, or other factors related to the quality of the program. The catalog that will govern
a student’s enrollment at the Academy will be the one in force on the date of the first enrollment in any
course of the institution.

As a private institution, the Academy explicitly reserves the right to judge whether it is in the best interest
of the institution that a student be allowed to continue affiliation and may, for reasons deemed sufficient
by the Academy itself, discontinue affiliation. By registering, the student concedes to the Academy the
right to require withdrawal whenever the Academy deems withdrawal necessary.

1.13. Location

The Academy campus is located in Daphne, Alabama, on the beautiful eastern shore of historic Mobile
Bay. To reach the Academy, take Exit 35 from U.S. Interstate 10 and travel one mile south on U.S.
Highway 98 East. The area enjoys semi-tropical weather most of the year. Average temperatures range
from the 50s in January to the 90s in July. One of the fastest growing areas of the Sun Belt, metropolitan
Mobile has a population in excess of 415,000.

Famous for its boating, fishing, and its close proximity to the white sand beaches of the Gulf of Mexico,
the area is also well known for the beauty of its architecture and its abundant greenery and flowers.

Metropolitan Mobile has a strong international flavor dating back almost 500 years to when the Spanish,
the first European explorers in the area, sailed into Mobile Bay. Since then five other flags have flown
over Mobile in addition to Mobile’s own, including those of the French, English, Confederacy, Alabama
and United States.

The Port City has much to offer residents, visitors, and Academy students. It is the home of the Senior
Bowl (an all-star college football competition), the Go.Daddy.com (GMAC) Bowl, the Mobile Bay Bears
(Arizona Diamondbacks Double A baseball team), Mardi Gras (a festival of parades and activities prior to
Lent), America’s Distinguished Young Women pageant, and numerous cultural and recreational
activities. This is a great place in which to live and learn.

1.14. Memberships and Affiliations

Listed below are some of the organizations in which the Academy, its faculty and/or staff are represented
by affiliations or memberships.

Alabama Association of College Registrars and Admissions Officers (ALACRAOQ)
Alabama Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (AAICU)
Alabama Association of International Educators (AAIE)

Alabama Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (AASFAA)
Alabama State Chiropractic Association (ASCA)
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American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance (AAPHERD)
American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAQ)
American Association of Museums (AAM)

American Association of Presidents of Independent Colleges and Universities (AAIPCU)
American Baseball Coaches Association (ABCA)

American College of Sports Medicine (ACSM)

American Chiropractic Association (ACA)

American Library Association (ALA)

American Swimming Coaches Association (ASCA)

Association of American International Colleges and Universities (AAC&U)

Baldwin Chiropractic Association

Colleges & Universities Professional Association for Human Resources (CUPA-HR)
Council for the Advancement and Support of Education (CASE)

Council on Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA)

Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support (DANTES)

Department of Veterans Affairs Yellow Ribbon Program

Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce

International Chiropractic Association (ICA)

International Council of Sports Science & Physical Education (ICSSPE)
International Council for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, Sport and Dance (ICHPER-SD)
International Physique Professionals Association (IPPA)

International Sport for All Federation (FISpT)

International Sports Heritage Association (ISHA)

International Society of Sports Nutrition (ISSN)

National Academy of Sports Medicine (NASM)

National Association for Sport & Physical Education (NASPE)

National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA)

National Association of Collegiate Women Athletics Administrators (NACWAA)
National Athletic Trainers Association (NATA)

National Cheer Safety Foundation (NCSF)

National Student Clearinghouse

National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS)

National Football Foundation (NFF)

National Soccer Coaches Association of America (NSCAA)

National Strength and Conditioning Association (NSCA)

National Wrestling Coaches Association (NWCA)

Network of Alabama Academic Libraries (NAAL)

North American Society for Sports Management (NASSM)

Online Computer Library Center (OCLC)

Positive Coaching Alliance (PCA)

Professional Tennis Registry (PTR)

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools-Commission on Colleges (SACS-COC)
Southern Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (SASFAA)

Southern Regional Education Board (SREB)

United States Distance Learning Association (USDLA)

United States Professional Tennis Association (USPTA)

United States Tennis Association (USTA)

University Continuing Education Association (UPCEA)

US Sport Safety

USA Track & Field (USTF)

1.15. Academy Library
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The Academy library supports the mission of the Academy by ensuring that faculty and students have
access to adequate academic and sports-specific learning resources and services. The library, available to
students on and off campus, holds over 9,000 monographs, 650 audiovisual materials, and 3,033
microforms. It maintains 198 periodical subscriptions. The Academy is a member of LYRASIS, our arm
of the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC). The OCLC has access to 71,000 libraries in 112
countries, with 1.5 billion records.

Through the Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC), students can access library holdings via the Internet.
In addition, the virtual library consists of 58 periodical databases. Library resources are accessible
through the Course Management System (CMS). Students needing assistance may contact library staff by
phone or by email at library@ussa.edu.

1.15.1. Library Books

Non-resident students may borrow books from the Academy library by emailing library@ussa.edu.
Students will be billed for the shipping and return postage fees. If a book is not returned, the student will
be billed the full cost of the book. If payment is not made, a hold will be placed on the student’s records.
While not a direct violation of academic integrity, the abuse of library materials by writing on pages,
tearing out pages, or taking materials without properly checking them out is strictly forbidden.
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2. ACADEMIC CALENDAR

The Academy Academic Calendar lists all key dates for all degree levels. Therefore, it contains some activities that
may not be relevant to a student’s Program of Study. Any apparent conflicts may be resolved in consultation with
an Academic Advisor or through the Division of Academic Affairs.

2011-2012
2011
1 September
5 September
1 September
8 September
8 September
10 October
9-11 November

22-23 November

5 December
15 December
16 December
25 December
31 December

2012

2 January

4 January

4 January

5 January
4-6 January
16 January
21 February

16 April

17 April

31 May

2012
14 May
16 May
16 May
17 May
28 May
4 June
4 July

11-13 July
16 August
17 August
31 August

FALL
Fall Semester
Labor Day Holiday
Residential Orientation
First Day to Register for Fall Online Classes
Residential Courses Begin
Last Day to Register for Fall Doctoral Comprehensive Exam
**Doctoral Comprehensive Exam
Thanksgiving Holiday
Last Day to Register for Spring Doctoral Comprehensive Exam
Last Day to Withdraw from Residential Course with a Grade of “W”
Residential Courses End
Christmas Holiday
Last Day to Register for Fall Online Classes

SPRING
Spring Semester
Residential Orientation

First Day to Register for Spring Online Classes

Residential Classes Begin

**Doctoral Comprehensive Exam
Martin Luther King Holiday
Mardi Gras Holiday
Last Day to Withdraw from Residential Course with a Grade of “W”

Residential Courses End

Last Day to Register for Spring Online Classes

SUMMER
Summer Semester
Residential Orientation
First Day to Register for Summer Online Classes
Residential Classes Begin
Memorial Day Holiday
Last Day to Register for Summer Doctoral Comprehensive Exam
American Independence Day Holiday
**Doctoral Comprehensive Exam
Last Day to Withdraw from Residential Course with a Grade of “W”
Residential Courses End
Last Day to Register for Summer Online Classes

2012-2013
2012

4 September
3 September
5 September
1 September
6 September

8 October
7-9 November
22-23 November
3 December
3 December
13 December
25 December
31 December

2013
2 January
3 January
2 January
7 January
9-11 January
21 January
12 February
16 April
16 April
26 April

2013
1 May
2 May
2 May
6 May
27 May
10 June
4 July
10-12 July
18 August
18 August
31 August

**Doctoral Portfolio Students are exempt from taking the Doctoral Comprehensive Exam.

MSS Comprehensive Examinations are offered online during the third week of each month except in December
and January. MSS Comprehensive Exams are not offered in December or January. A cap of 15 students is set for
each MSS exam. Students must register at least 30 days in advance of the testing date. If a student has registered
for the MSS comprehensive exam but does not take it, the student must re-register and pay another exam fee.
Master’s Portfolio Students are exempt from taking the Master’s Comprehensive Exam.
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3. ADMISSIONS

All inquiries and applications should be sent to the Academy’s Student Services office. Applications for
admission to the M.S.S. program are accepted on an ongoing basis. Online students may start course work
at any time following acceptance. Registration for online students is done through the Academy’s
website. All fees and tuition are due at the time of registration. Introduction to the Academy and Online
Learning is a free online course in the CMS that provides orientation for distance learning master’s
students.

3.1. General Admission

All students, regardless of status, who have not been enrolled in a degree program for one calendar year
or longer, are required to complete the Re-Enrollment Procedures as stated in Section 8 of this catalog.

3.1.1. Master’s Degree Program

An applicant interested in pursuing a M.S.S. degree may be accepted from a variety of backgrounds. For
full-standing admission to the master’s program, an applicant:

1. Must be a graduate of a four-year, regionally accredited undergraduate institution.

2. Must have maintained a cumulative grade point average of 2.50 or better (on a 4.0 scale) in all
undergraduate work. Applicants who do not satisfy the required minimum GPA stated will be
referred to the Admissions Committee. The Committee may request additional documentation
for admissions including test scores (e.g. GRE, MAT, or GMAT taken within the last five years).

3. Must submit a Personal Statement which describes the applicant’s reasons for desiring a master’s
degree and what the applicant expects to learn with respect to pursuing the degree. The Personal
Statement is an important factor in assessing the student’s suitability for admission into the
graduate degree program.

It must be well organized and written in accordance with the guidelines of the most recent edition
of the “Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association or Concise Rules of APA
Style.” The Personal Statement becomes the first document entered into the master’s learning
portfolio.

An applicant who has graduated with a bachelor’s degree from a state-approved but non-accredited
institution may apply for conditional admission to the master’s degree program.

The approval of applications from students currently enrolled in a bachelor’s program is conditional upon
the successful completion of that degree prior to commencement of studies at the Academy.

In addition to meeting admissions requirements, applicants must be aware that a number of other factors
are considered in determining admission status. These factors include the quality of a student’s academic
preparation, performance in specific courses, and motivation and attitude (which may be determined from
recommendations).

It is the intent of the institution to select students who will benefit from the educational experience and
have a reasonable chance for success in completing a program of study. The acceptance of applications
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and application fees by the Academy is no assurance that students will ultimately be admitted into the
program as degree-seeking students.

An applicant for admission is required to provide the following to the Office of Student Services within
one year from the date of the first document submitted in the application process:

1.

4,

3.1.2.

A completed Application for Master’s Degree Study accompanied by a $50 application fee. This
fee is non-refundable and constitutes part of the admission credentials;

An official copy of all college transcripts, showing grades and graduation date(s);

Three recommendation forms and FERPA release forms (forms are available on the
www.ussa.edu website);

The Personal Statement in narrative form (see Addenda for Writer’s Guide).

International Student Admission

In addition to the applicable domestic requirements, an international applicant seeking full-standing
admission to the M.S.S. program must provide the following to the Student Services office within one
year from the date of the first document submitted in the application process:

1.

A completed master’s degree application accompanied by a $125 application fee. The fee is non-
refundable, and it constitutes part of the admission credentials;

An official, certified copy (English translation) of all college transcripts;

A satisfactory score on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) in a computer- based
format (minimum 213), Internet-based format (minimum 79), or paper-based format (minimum
550), or a satisfactory score on the International English Language Testing System (IELTS) in the
academic module (minimum overall band score of 6).

One of these examinations is required of non-native-English-speaking applicants regardless of
previous training in the English language (Note: Applicants whose native language is English or
students who have a degree from an institution whose primary language of instruction is English
are not required to take the TOEFL or IELTS.);

Applicants who do not satisfy the required minimum GPA stated will be referred to the
Admissions Committee. The Committee may require additional documentation, including test
scores (e.g. GRE, MAT, or GMAT taken within the past five years).

Students who have obtained previous undergraduate education in a country other than the U.S. or
Canada must have certified English translations of foreign school transcripts reviewed by a member
of the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services (www.naces.org/members) in a
course-by-course evaluation. Transcripts must demonstrate that a student has attained a minimum
of the equivalent of a graduate degree from an accredited institution in order to be admitted to the
master’s program. Once an international student has been officially admitted, the Academy
expressly reserves the right to mandate English as a second language (ESL) instruction until
reasonable mastery of the English language has been attained;
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5. A Certificate of Eligibility (Form 1-20) must be obtained if the international student plans to study
in the United States. See Section 3.2 Issuance of a Certificate of Eligibility section below for
more details.

6. A health insurance fee is assessed for resident international students;

7. Students enrolled in the mentorship must provide proof of health insurance coverage before
registration;

8. Statement of Available Funds. See Section 3.2 Issuance of a Certificate of Eligibility for more
details.

3.2 Issuance of a Certificate of Eligibility (Form 1-20)

An international applicant must submit the following to Student Services for issuance of a Certificate of
Eligibility (Form 1-20), which is issued to accepted degree-seeking students only:

1. Documentary evidence, in the form of a letter from a bank, a sponsoring government agency, a
sponsoring company, or acceptable third-party source, stating the amount of financial resources
available and/or the amount guaranteed to be provided for transportation and normal living
expenses for the period of time to be spent in the United States; and

2. Payment of the $200 SEVIS fee for non-immigrant students and visitor exchange. Visit
www.fmjfee.com for information. The SEVIS fee is a U.S. government assessment to defray the
cost of a background check for entry into the United States.

3. International students who intend to pursue degrees entirely by distance learning may pay tuition
on a course-by course basis. In this instance, the financial capability documentation will not be
required.

The Certificate of Eligibility (Form 1-20) is issued for a 36-month period for master’s students.
International students who have been enrolled on a full-time basis with a satisfactory grade point average
for a period of one year will be eligible to have their 1-20 forms renewed for a subsequent 12-month
period. International students studying in their own countries do not need to apply for an 1-20.

3.3 International Students — Employment

International students at the Academy who are on an F-1 visa are not allowed to work off campus. In
some circumstances, international students may work on the campus but these situations are rare. There
are also exceptions for students when they are approved to perform Optional Practical Training (OPT). A
student must perform OPT in an area directly related to their major area of study. Additional information
is covered during resident student orientation and can be provided by speaking with the Designated
School Official (DSO) in the Department of Student Services.

34 Social Security Number Disclosure

The Academy will request an applicant’s Social Security Number (SSN) at the time of application. The
SSN will not be used as the student’s ID number but will be provided to governmental or regulatory
entities that require SSN’s. The privacy and confidentiality of student records are protected by federal
and state law. The Academy will not disclose a SSN without a student’s consent for any other purpose
except as allowed by law.
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Although a student’s SSN is not required for admission, failure to provide a SSN may prevent the
Academy from matching a student’s application with a student’s respective transcript, test score, and
other admission documents including financial aid information. The Academy may experience delays
with enrollment verification reports and other automated verification functions for students who choose
not to provide their SSN.

3.5. Transfer/Credit Acceptance

Any applicant to one of the Academy's degree programs is eligible to transfer equivalent degree level
courses from other colleges or universities. The maximum number of credit hours allowed in the master’s
degree program is limited to 15 credit hours. All such requests are subject to review and approval as
outlined below.

3.5.1. Specific Transfer Policies in the M.S.S. Program
All requests for transfer credit must follow this procedure:

1. Course work transferred or accepted for credit toward a master’s degree must represent graduate
course work relevant to the degree, with course content and level of instruction in student
competencies at least equivalent to those of students enrolled in the institution's own graduate
degree program.

2. Inassessing and documenting "equivalent” learning, the Academy uses guidelines prepared by
the American Council on Education (ACE) and the American Association of Collegiate
Registrars and Admission Officers (AACRAO). If transfer courses are not substantially
equivalent to courses in the specific degree program of the Academy, transfer credit will not be
approved.

3. The Academy accepts courses from all regionally accredited institutions that are substantially the
same as courses in the Academy's curriculum.

4. ltis the policy of the Academy to accept transfer courses based on the requirements of various
regulatory and licensure authorities to which the Academy must be responsive.

5. On a conditional basis, the Academy accepts courses from all nationally-accredited institutions as
recognized by the Department of Education that are substantially the same as courses in the
Academy's curriculum i.e. a student must be in full academic standing to meet the eligibility
requirement to petition for transfer credits.

6. On a conditional basis, the Academy will accept courses from international institutions on a
conditional basis that are substantially the same as courses in the Academy's curriculum provided
that the institution is approved by a foreign nation's Ministry of Education (where that approval
process is comparable to accreditation in the United States).

7. As an alternative for international institutions, the Academy will accept transfer credits on a
conditional basis through a credential-evaluation service that is a member of the National
Association of Credential Evaluation Services, provided the courses are substantially the same as
found in the Academy's curriculum.
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8. The Academy may accept transfer credits from non-accredited institutions on a conditional basis
provided they are substantially the same as found in the Academy's curriculum. All such transfer
credits must be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

9. The Academy will not accept transfer courses unless the earned grade is a "B" or better.

10. Under no circumstances may courses be used to fulfill degree requirements for more than one
degree. For example, it the student has already received a master’s degree from another
institution, those courses for which credit was received for the degree cannot be applied to the
Academy’s M.S.S. degree.

3.5.2. Transfer Request Procedures Submitted by Students

1. Students interested in transfer-credit must apply to the program before the institution will
consider petitions.

2. A one-time $50 fee will be charged for the Graduate Credit Transfer Evaluation. The evaluation
form can be found on the Academy’s website, www.ussa.edu/current-students/forms-applications.

3. A cover letter explaining the request should be sent to the Chief Academic Officer, along with a
copy of the official transcripts showing the grade earned, a catalog description of the course, and
a copy of the syllabus outlining learning objectives and course content. In addition, the applicant
should specify which of the Academy’s courses, the transfer courses may be able to replace.

4. In the case of international students, a copy of the official transcript in English or a verified
translation into English from a foreign language. In the case of the alternate for international
courses, a certified transcript evaluation from a member of the National Association of Credential
Evaluation Services is required.

3.6. Admission Status

Applicants to the Academy are admitted to the master’s degree program in one of the following categories:
3.6.1. Full-Standing Status

An applicant meeting all admission requirements is granted admission in full standing.

3.6.2. Conditional Admission

A conditionally admitted student is one who has not met all admission requirements and must comply
with all admission requirements within the first 12 semester hours of enroliment (six hours maximum per
semester) or get permission from the Chief Academic Officer for an extension of one semester (nine
hours maximum). A conditionally admitted student, while so classified, cannot register for mentorship
credits. A conditionally admitted student, while so classified, has no right to petition the Academic
Committee.

A conditionally admitted student can be granted full-standing by completing any missing materials or by

successful completion of 12 semester hours with a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or better. Such
a student must have all required admission documents on file. Courses taken by a student with
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conditional status will automatically apply toward that student’s degree once he or she is granted
admission in full standing.

There are two types of conditional admission categories: conditional academic and conditional
administrative.

3.6.2.1. Conditional Academic

Conditional Academic admission is offered to students who do not meet one or more of the requirements
for full admission. A student may be admitted conditionally as follows:

1. A student with a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited institution who has not met the
required academic standard;

2. A student with a bachelor’s degree from a nationally accredited institution who has a GPA of 2.5
or higher may be admitted conditionally provided the student satisfies full-admission criteria
within the first 12 semester hours of matriculation at the Academy while maintaining a 3.0 or
higher GPA;

3. A student with a bachelor’s degree from a non-accredited institution who has a GPA of 2.5 or
higher may be admitted conditionally provided he or she completes the full-admissions criteria
within the first 12 semester hours of matriculation at the Academy while maintaining a 3.0 or
higher GPA;

4. International students who have completed a bachelor’s degree at a foreign institution approved
by a foreign nation’s ministry of education, where the approval process is similar to the
accreditation process in the United States, may be admitted conditionally provided they complete
the full- admission requirements within the first 12 semester hours of matriculation at the
Academy while maintaining a 3.0 or higher GPA; and

5. International students who have completed bachelor’s degrees or the equivalent at foreign
institutions as evaluated and certified by a member of the National Association of Credential
Evaluation Services may be conditionally admitted provided they meet the full-admission
requirements within the first 12 semester hours of matriculation at the Academy while
maintaining a 3.0 or higher GPA.

3.6.2.2. Conditional Administrative

Students who have applied to the master’s degree program but do not fulfill all the administrative
admission requirements may be admitted in Conditional Administrative status, but they must complete
these requirements within the 12 semester hours with matriculation.

3.6.3. Non-Degree Seeking Status

A non-degree seeking student is an applicant who has successfully enrolled and holds the appropriate
prerequisite degree but has not applied for admission to the master’s degree program. If a non-degree-

seeking student fails to enroll within any six-month period, he or she must reapply to the program.
Financial aid is not available to non-degree-seeking students. Conditions for enrollment include:
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1. A completed application form accompanied by a non-refundable application fee used to establish
a student file and determine eligibility for graduate credit (the statute of limitations on an
application is one year);

2. An official transcript showing a conferred bachelor’s, master’s, or doctoral degree from a
regionally accredited institution. (Note: Academy transcripts will not be available to students
without the completed application and official transcript requirements); and

3. If anon-degree seeking student applies to become a degree-seeking student, all deferred fees
associated with regular admission to the Academy will become due and payable at the time status
is changed.

3.7. Statute of Limitations on Acceptance

A prospective student applying for graduate study at the Academy has one year from the date of
submission of the first admissions document to enroll in the graduate program. A student failing to enroll
within the time limit is required to reapply for admission. The Academy reserves the right to request any
or all of the required admission materials and fees for readmission.

3.8. Standardized Entrance Examinations

3.8.1. Institutional Testing Codes

The Educational Testing Service has assigned the Academy the institutional code number 1885 for the
Graduate Record Examinations (GRE), the Graduate Management Aptitude Test (GMAT) and the Test of
English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). The Psychological Corporation has assigned the Academy the
institutional code number 1016 for the Miller Analogies Test (MAT).

Examinees who wish to have their official scores reported to the Academy should use these numbers. It
should be noted that the testing agencies will not send score reports from tests taken more than five years
prior to the report request.

3.8.2. Specific Tests Accepted

If application is being made to more than one institution and the applicant wishes to have his test scores
considered by the Academy, the following testing facilities and services may be of assistance.

MAT (Miller Analogies Test) www.milleranalogies.co
1-800-622-3231

Score Accepted = 390 scale score, 40 raw score

School Code: 1016

GRE (Graduate Record Examinations) www.2test.com
1-800-GRE-CALL

Score Accepted = 950

School Code: 1885

GMAT (Graduate Management Aptitude Test) www.mba.com
1-800-462-8669
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Score Accepted =500
School code: Ed.D. Code 1885

IELTS (International English Language Testing System—international students) www.ielts.org
Score Accepted = 6 (Academic Module) School code: 1885

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language -international students) www.toefl.org
Score Accepted = 550 (paper-based) or 213 (computer-based) or 79 (Internet-based). School code: 1885

ETS (Educational Testing Services) www.ets.org
(609) 771-7630

CCTC (Consortium of College Testing Centers) www.ncta-testing.org/cctc/
3.9. Alabama and Other State Certification Requirements

Master’s students planning to be certified as teachers in the state of Alabama or another state must contact
the respective state department of education for current requirements and to determine if the state
recognizes degrees earned by online or distance-learning education. It is each student’s responsibility to
check on these requirements.

Alabama applicants will be required to obtain background clearance through a fingerprint review
conducted by the Alabama Bureau of Investigation, unless they hold or have held an Alabama
Professional Certificate or Career/Technical Certificate issued on the basis of an application submitted
prior to July 1, 1997. An individual who obtains background clearance for the issuance of an Alabama
teaching certificate and allows that certification to lapse more than 90 days will be required to obtain
another background clearance for the issuance of a certificate. Alabama applicants must meet the teacher
certificate requirements in effect on the date the application is received in the state’s Teacher Education
and Certification Office.

3.10. Post-Master’s Graduate Work

The Academy provides a program in which students who have already graduated with an Academy
conferred M.S.S. degree may take more courses from the Academy concentrating in a specified area. The
following conditions apply:

1. The student’s degree must have been conferred by the Academy;

2. Students must re-apply and pay the $100.00 application fee for the new program;

3. The Chief Academic Officer will review all applications and determine admission status.

4. Students will follow the requirements for the program of study as they are specified in the
academic catalog in effect at the time of application;

5. Students must complete all requirements for the new “Concentration” (to include a Mentorship, if
required by the major);

6. Students will have four years from the date of re-application to complete all academic requirements;
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7. All fees, tuition, and book charges will be those in current on the date of registration;

8. Students who have successfully met all of the Portfolio requirements will not be required to post
new submissions from post-graduate courses taken.

9. Students who took comprehensive examinations under previous catalog requirements will not be
required to re-take the comprehensive examinations.

3.10.1 Post-Master’s Completion Procedure

After all coursework associated with the concentration is complete, students may request a copy of the
official transcript to reflect the Post-Master’s Concentration by submitting a request for transcript form.
The transcript request form is located at https://records.ussa.edu. This additional graduate work does not
result in another diploma being issued.
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4. ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

4.1. Master of Sport Science Degree Program

The Academy offers an M.S.S. degree with majors in Sports Coaching, Sports Fitness & Health, Sports
Management, Sports Medicine, and Sports Studies. The master’s degree program consists of 33 semester
hours. The Academy offers a dual major in any two master’s degree disciplines and these dual majors
require between 36-45 semester hours. The Academy also offers Emphases in NCAA Compliance,
Olympism, Personal Training, Recreation Management, Sports Hospitality Management, and Sports
Psychology.

The curriculum is designed to enable recent college graduates, working professionals, and sports enthusiasts
to achieve personal, educational, and professional objectives in a sports-specific environment. Each program
is flexible and provides meaningful educational and technical preparation.

Each master’s program has a mentorship, thesis, or non-thesis option. Students must choose one of the
three. Students within the Sports Medicine and the Sports Fitness & Health majors, or dual majors that
include Sports Medicine or Sports Fitness & Health (unless certified by the National Athletic Trainers
Association (NATA) or who are healthcare professionals or physicians) must take a mentorship. Thesis or
non-thesis tracks may be chosen only by those certified by the NATA, healthcare professionals, or
physicians who have petitioned to opt-out of the mentorship and provided the necessary credentials.

4.2. Delivery Options
4.2.1 Online Delivery

The Academy’s master’s degree is delivered online in an asynchronous, computer-mediated environment.
This means that the professor and student do not have to be in simultaneous contact for learning to take
place or assignments to be completed.

Upon enrollment, Academy students will receive a Central Log-In ID and password to access online
courses, the student portal and to provide access to learning support services such as ACCESS, the
library, and Academy domain email. They will automatically receive the required learning materials for
each course.

Every course includes written assignments, required participation in threaded discussions, a mid-term
exam, and, depending upon the course, a final examination OR a final class paper. Study guides are
available for the final exams and are posted in the CMS or are available through the course instructor.

There are specific time limits (16 weeks plus extensions) for completing online courses. The 16-week
period allowed includes one week built into the course schedule for shipping and handling of materials.

Students are encouraged to participate in the Academy’s no-cost Distance Learning Orientation which is
available at www.ussa.edu/academics/distance-learning-process. The master’s orientation course iS
Introduction to the Academy and Online Learning and may be accessed at any time. Students with
guestions regarding the material found in the orientation course are encouraged to contact their advisor or
the Student Services Department. It has been observed that students who avail themselves of the
orientation tend to do better in their coursework.
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Reference materials are available through the Academy Library and its extensive database system. The
Library can be accessed through the Academy website or the CMS.

4.2.2. Residential Study Option

While the master’s degree is offered entirely online, a residential cohort may be accepted at the
Academy’s discretion. Attendance at the regularly scheduled orientation is mandatory for all new and
returning residential students. Students should check the Academy’s website or with the Division of
Student Services for the schedule of residential course offerings

4.2.3. Directed Individualized Study

Three semester hours of directed individualized study may be taken as an elective towards the master’s
degree. Course work of this nature is under the direct supervision of a faculty member, must be approved,
and must conform to all the rules governing such study. No more than three semester hours of directed
individualized study may be taken in any one semester. Directed individualized study offers the student
another opportunity to do research on topics of personal interest.

4.3. Affiliated Credit Options

The Academy is a member of the Southern Regional Education Board’s Electronic Campus (SREB). The
SREB is made up of colleges and universities from 16 Southern states and its Electronic Campus offers 1,250
courses and 60 degree programs through the SREB web portal. The Academy was among the first independent
colleges and universities in Alabama selected for participation in the SREB consortium. Academy courses
offered through the SREB Electronic Campus can be found at www.electroniccampus.org.

4.4. Mentorship, Thesis, and Non-Thesis Options

Master’s degree students are afforded opportunities to select an experiential (mentorship) track, a thesis
option, or a non-thesis option, depending upon a student’s major area of study.

The experiential track is a practical, (learn-by-doing) approach called a mentorship. Should a mentorship
be deemed a hardship by the student, the student may petition to substitute nine additional credit hours of
course work from the student’s major in lieu of the mentorship.

The thesis track allows students to pursue research activity in preparation for more advanced study. It
requires students to take SAR 575: Professional Writing and Applied Research, in preparation for the
development and defense of a research-based thesis. Students who visualize themselves pursuing a future
doctorate should take the thesis option in preparation for their doctoral dissertation.

The non-thesis track requires students to select three elective courses (an additional nine (9) credit hours)
to broaden theoretical knowledge of a subject.

4.4.1. Master’s Mentorship Program

The Academy’s M.S.S. mentorship program (SPT 598) enables a student to get in-depth training under the
direct supervision of a leader in the student’s chosen field. Mentorship study provides many opportunities for
valuable practical experiences, since the student can select, within the established guidelines, both the site
and the type of experience desired. The flexibility of mentorship study is particularly important for the
professional who seeks career advancement but prefers to remain employed while pursuing a degree.
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Experiencing a mentorship is an excellent opportunity to work side by side with experts in the sports
profession. The mentorship experience could provide a student an opportunity to build a network with
professionals in the sport industry. Students should attempt to procure a mentorship in their local areas. If
this is not possible, students should contact the Academy’s Mentorship Office for information pertaining
to opportunities around the country or abroad. In all cases, the Academy’s mentorship contract must be
executed as written.

The mentorship is required for the M.S.S. degree in Sports Fitness & Health, the M.S.S. degree in Sports
Medicine, and any dual major degree that includes Sports Medicine and/or Sports Fitness & Health.
Those students who are healthcare professionals, physicians or have been certified by the NATA may
petition to take additional approved courses in lieu of the mentorship. The petition must include
documentation of credentials as a healthcare professional.

The mentorship carries nine (9) semester hours of credit. It requires the student to log 450 contact-hours
or (clock-hours) of work at the approved site. The structure of the mentorship allows students to complete
the program in as little as one semester or as long as one calendar year. In the event that the 450-contact-
hour requirement has not been satisfied after 12 months, students may apply for up to two 30-day
extensions. Each extension requires a $50 extension fee.

Master’s students must complete 12 semester hours (the three core courses and one course from the
student’s major) before enrolling in any mentorship hours. They must have a cumulative grade point
average of 3.0 and must be in full academic standing.

Students must download the Mentorship Handbook from the Student Portal, complete and submit
Appendices C, D, and F from the handbook, along with a copy of the mentor’s highest degree earned and
his/her resume to the mentorship office.

To ensure a quality experience, established guidelines require that the duties and responsibilities entailed
by the mentorship must be completely different and separate from the student’s regular duties and
responsibilities in the workplace. In addition, the mentor cannot be a student’s regular immediate
supervisor. A terminal degree or master’s degree and professional experience are preferred for a mentor
supervising a student, although consideration will be given to a potential mentor who has the appropriate
educational background and/or experience and is able to demonstrate a record of contribution to the
profession. Students are responsible for finding their own mentorship sites.

All mentorship outcomes must be reviewed in writing by the designated mentorship faculty advisor and must
be approved by the Chief Academic Officer as part of the mentorship application process. Once the
mentorship is approved, the student is sent a contract that must be signed by the student and the mentor,
notarized, and returned to the mentorship office. The contract is executed on behalf of the Academy and the
student is then notified that he/she may register for the mentorship course. After registration, the student is
enrolled in a CMS course shell and the student is notified that hours may begin to be accrued. Contact hours
may be accrued AFTER the student has received the executed contract and received notice that the
registration for SPT 598 is complete. Students are required to carry their own liability insurance.

The mentorship final grade will be either “Pass” or “Fail” and the student must pass all four of the course
components to receive a final “Pass” grade:

e Mentor’s final evaluation (33% of total grade)
e Student’s monthly report log (33% of total grade)
e Student’s final course paper (33% of total grade)
o Student’s oral interview with advisor (1% of total grade)
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4.4.2. Master’s Thesis Option

As an alternative to a nine (9) semester hour mentorship or the non-thesis option, an M.S.S. student in
Sports Coaching, Sports Management, or Sports Studies may choose to do a six (6) hour thesis (SPT 599)
plus a single three-credit-hour course, SAR 575: Professional Writing and Applied Research. A thesis is
an original piece of research by the student. Thesis manuscripts may vary in length, depending upon the
topic being researched. A faculty thesis committee consisting of a chair and another member from the
faculty supervises each thesis student.

Two oral defenses, approximately 90 minutes in length, must be scheduled. The first is the thesis proposal
defense, which is a presentation covering the first three chapters of the thesis manuscript. These chapters
will include an introduction , a review of literature, and methodology. Once the thesis proposal defense
has been approved, a student is granted permission to carry out data collection. Under no circumstances
may data collection be conducted prior to the thesis proposal defense. The second defense is an oral
presentation covering the entire thesis experience, with a presentation of research findings. Special
emphasis is given in this defense to the results and to the summary and concluding chapter.

The student may schedule his proposal and final defense at the Academy’s Daphne, Alabama campus, OR
may use a remote video conferencing platform (e.g. Skype®). Should the student wish to video
conference it is his responsibility to contact the Academy’s Technology Department for instructors. It is
the student’s responsibility to schedule the testing of the platform, and the defense of his proposal and
final, with the thesis chair and the Academy’s Technology Department.

All thesis manuscripts, once successfully completed, are sent to ProQuest/UMI for professional binding;
please consult Section 6 “Tuition and Fees” for details on thesis binding, microfilming, and optional
copyright fees. Students who will be pursuing doctoral work at the Academy or elsewhere should
seriously consider choosing the thesis option. The six hours of thesis work are graded as pass or fail.

4.4.3. Master’s Non-Thesis Option

As an alternative to the mentorship and thesis tracks, the non-thesis track offers students the opportunity
to meet all degree requirements through course work. Students may opt out of the mentorship by taking
three additional, approved courses in lieu of the mentorship. Students wishing to exercise this option must
petition the Academic Committee for approval. This option is primarily for those students who have
amassed significant experience over a career, justifying substitution of course work for the mentorship, or
for those students in extenuating circumstances where no opportunity exists to pursue a mentorship, such
as a military deployment.

Students opting for this track take 11 courses instead of eight (8) and, in conjunction with their advisors,
choose electives in their majors or related areas to complete their degrees.

4.5. Master’s Degree Majors

The M.S.S. degree is offered online with the following majors: Sports Coaching, Sports Fitness &
Health, Sports Management, Sports Medicine, and Sports Studies. Each major requires 33 semester
hours of study.

4.5.1. Department of Sports Coaching

The master’s program in Sports Coaching is designed to prepare a student for leadership in a coaching
career. In the world of athletics, the difference between average and elite performance can hinge on the
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level of coaching an athlete receives. Premier coaches use cutting edge motivation and instructional
techniques to maximize the performance of their athletes and their teams. In the Sports Coaching
program students will be given the training to meet the challenges coaches face on a day to day basis, and
find practical solutions to day by day problems.

4.5.2. Department of Sports Fitness & Health

The Sports Fitness & Health major can lead to many financially rewarding career opportunities in today’s
society. Corporations, both public and private and not-for-profit groups, are all promoting fitness and
wellness programs. Qualified persons have opportunities in physical fitness, strength training, and
cardiovascular fitness. The Sports Fitness & Health program requires 24 hours of courses (eight courses)
and a mandatory nine-semester-hour mentorship as described in Section 4.4.1 of this catalog.

4.5.3. Department of Sports Management

The curriculum in the Department of Sports Management is designed to give students the core skills
required of any manager to be successful in a sport setting. With specialized training at the graduate
level, students will be prepared for management and leadership positions in sports organizations at local,
collegiate, and professional levels. Students wishing to major in Sports Management have the potential of
entering employment within the sport business industry, which is a $300 billion/year industry.
Opportunities exist internationally, domestically, and locally with a variety of sport businesses.

4.5.4. Department of Sports Medicine

Students of Sports Medicine may be accepted from a variety of backgrounds. Undergraduate majors in
allied health fields, sports medicine, or the medical sciences are most suitable. Students should note that
National Athletic Trainers Association (NATA) certification is no longer available through an
apprenticeship program.

The graduate program in Sports Medicine is designed to give students the skills required to assume
leadership positions in sports medicine careers at the high school, college, or professional levels.
Completion of the Sports Medicine program will not allow a student to sit for the NATA board
certification exams nor will it allow a student to become a certified athletic trainer.

The Sports Medicine major includes 24 hours of course work (eight courses) and a required nine-
semester-hour mentorship as described in Section 4.4.1 of this catalog in an allied health or sports
medicine operation. A Sports Medicine student (unless certified by NATA or who is a healthcare
professional or physician) must take a mentorship. Thesis or non-thesis tracks may be chosen only by
those who have petitioned to opt-out of the mentorship and provided the necessary credentials.

4.5.5. Department of Sports Studies

The graduate curriculum in Sports Studies gives the student knowledge and skills in the sport disciplines
of their choice. The curriculum consists of a minimum of 33 semester hours, but students may take
additional courses to explore the full scope of the role of sports in society. In the Sports Studies
curriculum, a student works with an advisor to select courses from any department to build a
concentration for individual students.
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Guidelines for Using the Curriculum Planner

1. Students must take the core courses first, in this order: SAB 561 Contemporary Issues in Sports,
SAM 543 Sports Administration , and SAM 544 Sports Marketing

2. To determine the courses required for a degree, students should select the major heading and read
down. Each master’s level major consists of 33 semester hours.

3. All students are required to complete one of the following:
a. Mentorship (and any elective, if indicated);
b. Thesis and SAR 575 (and any elective, if indicated); or

c. Non-Thesis (three electives).

4. The mentorship is required for the M.S.S. degree in Sports Fitness & Health and for the M.S.S.
degree in Sports Medicine. Those students who are healthcare professionals or physicians may
petition to take three additional approved courses in lieu of the mentorship. The petition must
include documentation of credentials as a healthcare professional.

5. Students must complete the core courses (nine semester hours) and three additional semester
hours (a total of 12) with a 3.0 GPA before they can enroll in the mentorship. Students must
complete all courses, with SAR 575 as their final course, before they can enroll in thesis hours.

6. Dual majors, a combination of two degree programs, are available and require from 42 to 48
semester hours. Students should consult their academic advisors for details.

7. Inorder for a course to be applied to the degree by a conditionally admitted student, all
admissions information must be on file. No more than 12 semester hours can be transferred to

meet degree requirements.

Sports Coaching
33 Semester Hours

Sports Fitness & Health
33 Semester Hours

Core Courses — 9 semester hours

Core Courses — 9 semester hours

SAB 561 Contemporary Issues in Sports (3 sem. hrs.)

SAB 561 Contemporary Issues in Sports (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 543 Sports Administration (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 543 Sports Administration (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 544 Sports Marketing (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 544 Sports Marketing (3 sem. hrs.)

Major Courses (each course is 3 semester hours)

Major Courses (each course is 3 semester hours)

SAB 568 Sports Psychology (3 sem. hrs.)

SAD 556 Issues in Nutrition and Health (3 sem. hrs.)

SAB 571 Sports Coaching Methodology (3 sem. hrs.)

SAR 520 Exercise Physiology (3 sem. hrs.)

SAR 525 Sports Strength & Conditioning (3 sem. hrs.)

SAR 525 Sports Strength & Conditioning (3 sem. hrs.)

SAD 546 Seminar in Sports Medicine (3 sem. hrs.)

SAR 580 Exercise Testing and Prescription (3 sem. hrs.)

1 Elective Course (3 sem. hrs.)

Mentorship

Thesis, Non-Thesis, or Mentorship Track

Mentorship — 450 Contact Hours (9 sem. hrs.)

Mentorship: 450 Contact Hours (9 sem. hrs.)

Thesis: (6 sem. hrs.) and SAR 575 (3 sem. hrs.) (9 total hrs.)

Elective

Non-Thesis: 3 Elective Courses (9 sem. hrs.)

1 Elective Course (3 sem. hrs.)
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Sports Management
33 Semester Hours

Sports Medicine
33 Semester Hours

Core Courses — 9 semester hours

Core Courses — 9 semester hours

SAB 561 Contemporary Issues in Sports (3 sem. hrs.)

SAB 561 Contemporary Issues in Sports (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 543 Sports Administration (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 543 Sports Administration (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 544 Sports Marketing (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 544 Sports Marketing (3 sem. hrs.)

Major Courses (each course is 3 semester hours)

Major Courses (each course is 3 semester hours)

SAM 542 Sports Business & Personnel Mgmt. (3 sem. hrs.)

SAD 546 Seminar in Sports Medicine (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 545 Sports Finance (3 sem. hrs.)

SAD 548 Advanced Assessment in Sports Medicine (3 sem.
hrs.)

SAM 551 Public Relations in sorts (3 sem. hrs.)

SAD 591 Treatment Procedures in Sports Medicine (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 582 Sports Facilities (3 sem. hrs.)

SAR 525 Sports Strength & Conditioning (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 586 Sports Law & Risk Management (3 sem. hrs.)

Mentorship

Thesis, Non-Thesis, or Mentorship Track

Mentorship — 450 Contact Hours (9 sem. hrs.)

Mentorship: 450 Contact Hours (9 sem. hrs.)

Thesis: (6 sem. hrs.) and SAR 575 (3 sem. hrs.) (9 total hrs.)

Elective

Non-Thesis: 3 Elective Courses (9 sem. hrs.)

1 Elective Course (3 sem. hrs.)

Emphasis Courses
Personal Training, Sports Psychology, Olympism
Recreation Management, NCAA Compliance
Sports Hospitality Management

Sports Studies
33 Semester Hours

Core Courses and Major Courses are to be selected from
the appropriate Major Course of Study (e.g., Sports
Coaching, Sports Fitness & Health, Sports Management,
Sports Medicine, or Sports Studies). Emphasis courses
may be selected as follows (all are 3 sem. hrs.):

Core Courses

SAB 561 Contemporary Issues in Sports (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 543 Sports Administration (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 544 Sports Marketing (3 sem. hrs.)

Emphasis in Personal Training

Major Courses

SAR 526 Personal Training

500/600 Elective (3 sem. hrs.)

SAD 556 Issues in Nutrition & Health*

500/600 Elective (3 sem. hrs.)

SAR 587 Management Strategies in Health & Fitness

500/600 Elective (3 sem. hrs.)

* Students who are Sports Fitness & Health majors or dual
majors (only) must substitute SAD 546 Seminar in Sports
Medicine for SAD 556 in the Personal Training Emphasis.

Emphasis in NCAA Compliance

500/600 Elective (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 523 NCAA Compliance

500/600 Elective (3 sem. hrs.)

SAM 524 NCAA Compliance

Thesis, Non-Thesis or Mentorship Track

SAM 592 Introduction to the Business of Sports Agents

Mentorship: 450 Contact Hours (9 sem. hrs.)

Emphasis in Olympism

Thesis: (6 sem. hrs.) and SAR 575 (3 sem. hrs.) (9 total hrs.)

SAB 651 Current Issues in the Olympic Movement

Non-Thesis: 3 Elective Courses (9 sem. hrs.)

SAM 622 Structure & Function of the Olympic Games

SAM 667 Olympism

Emphasis in Sports Psychology

SAB 563 OR SAB 566

SAB 657 Psychology of Elite Performance

SAB 659 Group Dynamics in Sport & Exercise

Emphasis in Recreation Management

SAM 535 Introduction to Parks, Recreation & Tourism

SAM 536 Philosophy and History of Recreation & Leisure

SAM 537 Introduction to Recreational Sport Management

Emphasis in Sports Hospitality Management

SAM 530 Food & Beverage Service Management

SAM 534 Membership & Marketing for Sports Clubs

SAM 533 Sports Club Management
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4.7. M.S.S. Core Courses

The order in which students must complete their degree program courses is as follows:

1. Core courses
2. Required major courses
3. Elective courses

The following are the core courses required in all master’s degree majors; these should be completed in
this order before registering for additional coursework.

e SAB 561 Contemporary Issues in Sports
e SAM 543 Sports Administration
e SAM 544 Sports Marketing

4.8. M.S.S. Elective Courses

Students must take elective courses in their major areas and must have their choices approved by their
advisor before registering. Master’s students may choose any 600-level course in their major as an
elective, provided they pay the doctoral tuition rate. Master’s students should note that any 600-level
course used at the master’s level cannot be used at the doctoral level. 600-level courses may only be
attempted after the completion of core courses with a cumulative GPA of 3.40 or higher.

4.9. Dual Majors

The Academy offers a dual major in any two master’s degree disciplines. The number of hours required
for a dual major will range from 42 to 48 hours depending on the combination. Dual majors are designed
to provide students with a broader set of skills to offer them more opportunities in the workplace.

The Program of Study for each major and dual major can be found in the Addenda section of this catalog.
4.10. Emphasis Areas

A Program of Study for the Emphasis Areas can be found in the Addenda of this catalog.

4.10.1. NCAA Compliance Emphasis

Familiarity with the NCAA bylaws and procedures, knowledge of the NCAA philosophy, and an
understanding of the importance of compliance to the practices, regulations, and procedures of the NCAA
are important for the student planning a career in sports disciplines. Master’s students interested in the
NCAA Compliance Emphasis must stake the following three courses:

1. SAM 523 NCAA Compliance (3 semester hours)

2. SAM 524 NCAA Rules and Procedures (3 semester hours)
3. SAM 592 Introduction to the Business of Sports Agents (3 semester hours)
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4.10.2. Olympism Emphasis

The modern Olympic games are considered the world’s most visible and notable sports competition. The
emphasis in Olympism provides the student with an inside look at the structure of the Olympic movement
and issues surrounding the Games. Students who are interested in the Olympic movement can take three
courses in the non-these track to obtain a degree with an Olympism Emphasis. The three courses are:

1. SAB 651 Current Issues in the Olympic Movement (3 sem. hrs.)
2. SAB 622 Structure and Function of the Olympic Games (3 sem. hrs.)
3. SAB 667 Olympism (3 sem. hrs.)

All three courses are 600-level courses that may be taken at the master’s level or doctoral level. Since the
courses are 600-level, the doctoral tuition rate applies to each.

4.10.3. Personal Training Emphasis

The wellness approach to lifestyle behaviors, which involves taking personal responsibility for one's own
health, is rapidly gaining popularity. As the interest in wellness grows, so will the need for personal
fitness trainers who have an expertise in this area. To obtain an emphasis in Personal Training, a
master’s degree student must take the following three courses:

1. SAR 587 Management Strategies in Sports Health & Fitness (3 semester hours)
2. SAR 526 Personal Training (3 semester hours)
3. SAD 556 Issues in Nutrition and Health (3 semester hours)*

*Students who are Sports Fitness & Health majors or dual majors (only) must substitute SAD 546
Seminar in Sports Medicine for SAD 556 in the Personal Training Emphasis.

4.10.4. Recreation Management Emphasis

Healthy lifestyle choices include involvement in positive recreation, leisure, and fitness opportunities.
An emphasis in Recreation Management is a designed to provide students with the an introduction to the
necessary skills and knowledge needed to create and deliver recreation and fitness programs in a variety
of settings. Students wishing to obtain an emphasis in Recreation Management must take the following
courses.

1. SAM 535 Introduction to Parks, Recreation, and Tourism (3 semester hours)
2. SAM 536 Philosophy and History of Recreation and Leisure (3 semester hours)
3. SAM 537 Introduction to Recreational Sport Management (3 semester hours)

4.10.5. Sports Hospitality Management Emphasis

From the earliest Olympic Games to famous Super Bowl parties, sports and hospitality have always had a
close relationship. Today, hospitality continues to gain importance as a central marketing avenue at
sporting events. Students wishing to obtain an emphasis in Sports Hospitality Management must take the
following courses:

1. SAM 530 Food and Beverage Service Management for Sport Clubs (3 semester hours)

2. SAM 534 Membership and Marketing for Sport Clubs (3 semester hours)
3. SAM 533 Sports Club Management (3 semester hours)
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4.10.6. Sports Psychology Emphasis

An emphasis in Sports Psychology provides information about the field of sports psychology as well as
practical knowledge that a student can use to become a more effective fitness instructor, athlete, athletic
administrator, physical educator, or coach. To obtain the emphasis in Sports Psychology, a master's
degree student must take the following three courses:

1. SAB 563 Psychological Aspects of Sports Medicine OR SAB 566 Psychological Aspects of
Health and Fitness Programming. (3 semester hours)

2. SAB 657 Psychology of Elite Performance (3 semester hours)

3. SAB 659 Group Dynamics in Sports and Exercise (3 semester hours)

Students who major in Sports Coaching are still required to take SAB 568 Sports Psychology as a major
course.

4.11. Master’s Course Descriptions
[Courses numbers shown with an “e” offer students a choice of hard copy text OR e-Book]

Introduction to the Academy and Online Learning (0 semester hours)

This orientation course provides students with highlights of the United States Sports Academy’s history
and the American Sport Art Museum and Archives (ASAMA). It provides specific information on how to
operate within the Academy’s online learning environment.

SAB 561: Contemporary Issues in Sports (3 semester hours)

This course is designed to provide students with an overview of the major issues in the world of

sports. All primary issues impacting contemporary sports are covered, including performance- enhancing
drugs; human growth hormones; gender inequity; race and ethnicity; youth, adolescent, and adult
programs; media involvement; economics; management structures; and globalization. This course is a
core requirement in all majors. This course requires a class paper.

SAB 563: Psychological Aspects of Sports Medicine (3 semester hours)

This course is a study of the psychological and sociological aspects of Sports Medicine. Emphasis will be
given to the application of knowledge to the counseling of athletes coping with sports injuries and to the
development of motivational strategies for rehabilitation and return to physical activity. This course
requires a class paper.

SAB 566: Psychological Aspects of Health and Fitness Programming (3 semester hours)

This course is a study of the psychological and sociological aspects of health and fitness programming
and the application of this knowledge to the development of effective motivational and behavioral
modification strategies. This course requires a class paper.

SAB 568(e): Sports Psychology (3 semester hours)

This course involves the study of human psychological behavior and its influence in sports and exercise
settings. It is designed to provide a student with information gleaned from research in Sports Psychology
as well as practical knowledge to become a more effective Sports Management professional, coach, or
fitness instructor. This course requires a class paper.

SAB 571: Sports Coaching Methodology (3 semester hours)

This course develops a theoretical base for teaching sports and sports skills and thus has a practical
application. The course includes the development of a coaching philosophy, with an emphasis on ethics in
coaching and establishing a successful coaching style. A review of the impact of contemporary trends and
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issues in coaching is included. Managerial skills common to all coaching activities are discussed. This
course requires a class paper.

SAB 595: Sports Coaching Clinic (1 sem. hr.)

This course requires a minimum of 15 hours attendance and/or participation in a coaching clinic
organized by a recognized sport’s governing body. In addition the student must present a research paper
that outlines at least two of the following four topics: student philosophies of coaching; sport-specific
coaching philosophies; a discussion of at least five different sessions in the coaching clinic; or evaluation
of the clinic sessions.

SAD 546: Seminar in Sports Medicine (3 semester hours)

This course provides an overview of the Sports Medicine profession. It is designed to educate athletic
trainers, fitness professionals, and sports coaches on how to assess and manage sports injuries. This
course requires a final exam.

SAD 548: Advanced Assessment in Sports Medicine (3 semester hours)

This course is designed to enhance a student’s assessment techniques for evaluating athletic injuries and
illnesses. It considers the connection between structure and function, with anatomy being the structure
upon which biomechanical and physiological function is based. Particular emphasis is placed upon the
development of a sound systematic and methodical evaluation technique to assess abnormal biomechanics
(pathomechanics) and abnormal physiology(pathology). Such a technique is critical for making decisions
on how best to manage and rehabilitate the injured or ill athlete. This course requires a final exam.

SAD 556: Issues in Nutrition and Health (3 semester hours)

This course covers the principles of sound nutrition as they relate to the athlete as well as to the average
individual in our society. In addition, it covers physiological aspects: how nutrition affects

the body in terms of optimal health. This course requires a final exam.

SAD 562: Scientific Principles of Resistance Training (3 semester hours)

This course provides study of resistance training, including physiological and psychological aspects, basic
concepts and principles, types of programs and training, and benefits for specific populations. The
information necessary to understand and successfully design any resistance- training program is presented
in this course. This course requires a final exam.

SAD 587: Management Strategies in Sports Medicine (3 semester hours)

This course involves the study of the basic concepts, theories, and organization of management as applied
to the field of Sports Medicine. Topics include organizational structure and function, program
development and administration, human resource management, financial management, inventory control,
information management, insurance issues, and legal considerations in Sports Medicine. This course
requires a class paper.

SAD 591: Treatment Procedures in Sports Medicine (3 semester hours)

This course is a study of modalities, including the physiological effects, rationale, principles, and methods
of applying physical agents, therapeutic exercises, evaluation, and treatment planning in the practice of
Sports Medicine. This course requires a final exam.

SAM 523: NCAA Compliance (3 semester hours)

This course is designed to give the student a working knowledge of National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) compliance issues. It will present an overview of rules, eligibility, bylaws, and
practices and procedures of the NCAA. This course requires a class paper.
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SAM 524: NCAA Rules and Procedures (3 semester hours)

Examining and analyzing the bylaws, policies, and procedures of the National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) is at the heart of this course. Students will be introduced to specific cases to develop
a comprehensive understanding and appreciation of the NCAA, what it is, and how it functions. This
course requires a class paper.

SAM 530: Food and Beverage Service Management for Sport Clubs (3 semester hours)

The course covers the origin, production, storing, marketing, and control of food and beverages in the
hospitality industry. Topics integral to the successful management of restaurant and food service
organizations are also covered. This course requires a final exam.

SAM 533: Sports Club Management (3 semester hours)
Covers the scope of club services, which includes personnel, small business operations, recruitment,
leadership, and risk management. This course requires a class paper.

SAM 534: Membership and Marketing for Sport Clubs (3 semester hours)
Study of marketing as it applies to the sports and leisure industry. Also examines the role of marketing in
strategic planning. This course requires a class paper.

SAM 535: Introduction to Parks, Recreation, and Tourism (3 semester hours)

A survey of the concepts and issues related to leisure, parks, recreation, and tourism in American society.
Also, the effects of recreation and leisure on social, individual, and environmental aspects of our society
will be examined. This course requires final exam.

SAM 536: Philosophy and History of Recreation and Leisure (3 semester hours)
This course is designed to discuss philosophies and contemporary social issues concerning recreation and
leisure. Also, the history of recreation and leisure will be discussed. This course requires a class paper.

SAM 537: Introduction to Recreational Sport Management (3 semester hours)

Explores concepts and applications of effective recreational sport programming and administration.
Information concerning careers in recreational sport management will be presented. This course requires
a final exam.

SAM 542: Sports Business and Personnel Management (3 semester hours)

This course involves the study of the principles of personnel management, including staffing, training,
creating a favorable work environment, labor relations, compensation, benefits, laws, position
descriptions, and employee evaluations. This course requires a final exam.

SAM 543: Sports Administration (3 semester hours)

The purpose of this course is to demonstrate to the prospective sports manager the importance of a basic
understanding of administration theory and practice. The course will help students understand the sports
manager’s position and the environment in which he or she performs. This course is a core requirement
for all degree-seeking students. This course requires a final exam.

SAM 544(e): Sports Marketing (3 semester hours)

This course includes an in-depth study of sports marketing and its influence on the accomplishment of
objectives in the world of sports. It involves a thorough review of the product, be it tangible or a service,
and details bringing the product to market. Topics include advertising, promotions, public relations,
location, pricing, sponsorships, licensing, market segmentation, and the role of research. This course is a
core requirement for all degree-seeking students. Prerequisites: SAB 561 and SAM 543. This course
requires a class paper.
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SAM 545: Sports Finance (3 semester hours)

This course involves a study of the basic financial considerations a Sports Management professional must
understand to function effectively. It includes the financial challenges facing the profession, sources of
funding, budgeting and financial statements, the concept of economic impact analysis, and the pros and
cons of using public-sector funds. This course requires a final exam.

SAM 550: Fundraising in Sports (3 semester hours)

This course is a study of the concepts of sports fundraising. It provides a framework within which
development staff, managers, and directors can operate and develop fundraising programs. This course
requires a class paper.

SAM 551: Public Relations in Sports (3 semester hours)

This course is designed to provide a student with an understanding of the field of public relations and its
role in Sports Management. A clear understanding of the differences between public relations and
advertising, marketing, publicity, and promotion is provided. An understanding of public relations
planning is provided. This course requires a class paper.

SAM 582(e): Sports Facilities (3 semester hours)

This course involves the study of the principles, guidelines, and recommendations for planning,
constructing, using, and maintaining indoor and outdoor sports, physical education, recreation, and fitness
facilities. This course requires a final exam.

SAM 586: Sports Law and Risk Management (3 semester hours)

This course introduces the fundamental tenets of the law and familiarizes students with legal structure and
basic legal terminology. Various types of law are examined, as is the impact each has on the sports
industry. A thorough review of risk management as it interfaces with legal liability issues in the sports
industry is provided. This course requires a final exam.

SAM 592: Introduction to the Business of Sports Agents (3 semester hours)

This course is designed to examine the role of the sports agent in the world of sports. An emphasis is
placed on NCAA rules and state regulations surrounding recruitment by agents and the potential pitfalls
an athlete could face. A thorough understanding of the sports agency profession is provided, including the
techniques necessary to operate successfully in the profession. This course requires a final exam.

SAR 510: Sports Biomechanics (3 semester hours)

This course is a comprehensive study of human movement as it relates to sports and exercise. It covers
how the study of biomechanics can promote human performance and prevent injury. This course requires
a final exam.

SAR 511: Sports Performance Enhancement (3 semester hours)

The course is designed for sports coaches to study human movement as it relates to sports activities.
Coaching techniques and methodology are addressed as regards to analyzing skills and improving sports
performance. This course requires a final exam.

SAR 520: Exercise Physiology (3 semester hours)

This course is a study of various factors that affect human performance, including regulatory mechanisms,
adaptations, and changes that occur as a result of physical activity. This course requires a final exam.

1 September 2011 30



United States Sports Academy Master’s Degree Academic Catalog 2011-2012

SAR 525: Sports Strength and Conditioning (3 semester hours)

This course is designed to study the fundamental principles of training and nutrition in sports and
exercise. It is intended to develop knowledge of the anatomical and physiological systems
challenged by sports conditioning and strength training, and to develop an awareness of fitness and
nutrition programming. ldeas can be used to enhance individual and team performance in sports.
This course requires a final exam.

SAR 526: Personal Training (3 semester hours)
This course will combine sports science and entrepreneurial principles toward the design and
implementation of a personal training business. This course requires a final exam.

SAR 575: Professional Writing and Applied Research (3 semester hours)

This course will introduce the exciting world of research design and statistics to sports professionals
employed in a variety of settings. The format and techniques for writing a scholarly research paper will be
presented. Various types of research commonly used in sports are reviewed. Descriptive and inferential
statistical analyses are covered, with an emphasis on their application to sports. This course requires a
class paper.

SAR 580: Exercise Testing and Prescription (3 semester hours)
This course is a concentrated study of the principles of exercise testing and prescription for healthy and
diseased states. The prerequisite for this course is SAR 520. This course requires a final exam.

SAR 587: Management Strategies in Health and Fitness (3 semester hours)

The study of the basic concepts, theories, and organization of management as applied to the field of health
and fitness. Topics include organizational structure and function, program development and
administration, human resource management, financial management, inventory control, information
management, insurance issues, and legal considerations in health and fitness. This course requires a final
exam.

SCS 508: Coaching Baseball (3 semester hours)

This course is designed to provide the foundations of coaching baseball to help current and future coaches
accomplish the development of successful baseball programs. Coaching baseball has numerous challenges
on and off the field. This course provides an in-depth analysis of all of the critical aspects of the
competitions of baseball. It utilizes insight from some of the best baseball minds to put the coach-
practitioner in a position to succeed. This course requires a final exam.

SCS 513: Coaching Basketball (3 semester hours)

This course is designed to provide the knowledge and skills necessary to individuals who intend to coach
basketball at secondary, collegiate, and professional levels. Emphasis will be placed on understanding and
teaching the fundamental skills, techniques, drills, and team strategies. Planning, preparation, and
administration of the various phases of the season, practices, and competitions, along with the
development of coaching philosophy and program evaluation plan for future improvement, will be
covered. This course requires a final exam.

SCS 532: Coaching Football (3 semester hours)

This course is designed to provide entry-level information, fundamentals, principles, and management
“enablers” for anyone who would coach and/or instruct basic American football. This course requires a
final exam.
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SCS 564: Coaching Soccer (3 semester hours)

This course is designed to provide the knowledge and skills necessary to individuals who intend to coach
soccer at the secondary, collegiate, and professional levels. Emphasis will be placed on understanding and
teaching the fundamental skills, techniques, drills, and team strategies. Planning, preparation, and
administration of the various phases of the season, practices, and competitions, along with the
development of coaching philosophy, and program evaluation plan for future improvement will be
covered. This course requires a final exam.

SCS 566: Coaching Softball (3 semester hours)

This course covers the philosophical foundations of coaching softball and the technical aspects of
coaching the game. The philosophical foundations include setting priorities, identifying personal
standards, player and coach value systems, and organizing, building, and marketing the team. The
technical portion of the course includes individual skills, team strategies, motivating players, and
preparing for competition in tournaments and playoffs. This course requires a final exam.

SCS 576: Coaching Tennis (3 semester hours)

This course focuses on current ideas and practical experiences reflecting coaching trends in tennis. The
material presented is a culmination of information researched by both the USTA national coaching staff
and the USTA sports science staff. The course is designed to provide the student with practical
knowledge in the coaching of a tennis team—be it high school, college, junior tennis, or UST A-affiliated
league. This course will examine issues regarding establishing a coaching foundation, planning for the
overall season, teaching tennis skills and strategies, preparing players for competitive match play, and
evaluating players and the program. This course requires a final exam.

SCS 578: Coaching Volleyball (3 semester hours)

This course examines the practical side of coaching volleyball. By illustrating the importance of scouting,
practice preparation, and physical training, it attempts to address some of the major areas of volleyball
coaching. The major areas of volleyball are broken down into the following categories: coaching
priorities and principles, program building and management, innovative and effective practice sessions,
individualized skills and team tactics, and game-winning strategies. This course requires a final exam.

SPT 597: Individualized Study (3-9 sem. hrs.)
To register for an individual study directed by a faculty member, students must have the prior approval of
the Chief Academic Officer.

SPT 598: Mentorship (9 sem. hrs.)

Mentorships include supervised work for 450 clock-hours in Sports Fitness & Health, Sports Coaching,
Sports Management, Sports Studies or Sports Medicine in schools, colleges and universities, businesses
and industries. The prerequisite is the completion of the first 12 semester hours of the degree program.
This course requires a final paper.

The mentorship is required for the M.S.S. degree in Sports Fitness & Health and Master of Science degree
in Sports Medicine. Those students who are healthcare professionals or physicians may petition to take
three additional approved courses in lieu of the mentorship. The petition must include documentation of
their credentials as a healthcare professional.

SPT 599: Thesis (9 sem. hrs.)

The formal development of an original research project is under the direction of a faculty committee. The
thesis includes two 90-minute oral presentations at the Daphne, Alabama, campus. The thesis experience
includes the planning and presentation of an oral proposal defense and an oral final defense of a
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completed research manuscript. The oral presentations may be augmented by the use of PowerPoint or
other computer applications.

SPT PRTM Master’s Portfolio

The Portfolio was developed to enhance the student’s program of study through a more personal and
individualized educational experience by enriching the program with personal experiences related to areas
of sport education. The Portfolio will help to expand the student’s research experience, increase the
breadth of training, and expand their scholarly credentials by blending practical life experiences and
professional work history within their program of study.

4.12. 600-Level Course Descriptions (Master’s and Doctoral Students)

Credit at the 600 level earned by a master’s degree student will count as elective credit in the master’s
program. A master’s student may take 600-level courses after the completion of nine core hours with a
cumulative GPA of 3.40 or higher, but he or she must pay the doctoral tuition rate per credit hour.

SAB 622: Structure and Function of the Olympic Games (3 semester hours)

The structure and function of the Olympic movement, starting with the International Olympic Committee
and moving through the national governing bodies to international sports associations, is the focus of this
course. It emphasizes the unique characteristics of the Olympic Movement and various political, social,
and economic impacts on the Games. This course requires a final exam.

SAB 651: Current Issues in the Olympic Movement (3 semester hours)

The impact of contemporary issues on the Olympic Movement, whether they are governmental,
intellectual, societal, cultural, political, or economic, is the focus of this course. Through selected
readings, factors such as race, gender, religion, nationalism, drug use, commercialism, and violence and
their influence on the Olympic Movement are taken into consideration. This course requires a class
paper.

SAB 657: Psychology of Elite Performance (3 semester hours)

This course examines the psychological factors that are most critical to elite sport performances. Special
emphasis is focused on the physical, mental, and emotional variables related to optimal performance
conditions. Theory and practice for athletes and coaches will be discussed. This course requires a final
paper.

SAB 659: Group Dynamics in Sports and Exercise (3 semester hours)

In depth study of the influence of teams on the individual performance and the influence of individuals on
team performance in sport and exercise settings. Particular focus on interpersonal aspects such as
cohesion and leadership. This course requires a final paper.

SAB 660: Sports in America Current Issues: Sport and Public Policy (3 semester hours)

This course examines some of the most compelling policy issues affecting the sports world from an
interdisciplinary perspective including economics, history, urban planning, not-for-profit administration,
public health communications, political science, and philosophy. This course requires a final exam.

SAB 667: Olympism (3 semester hours)

This course examines the growth and development of the modern Olympic Games through the eyes of
their founder, Pierre de Coubertin. The International Olympic Committee has published selected writings
by de Coubertin that include the search for a vision, the events leading up to the Olympic renewal,
historical perspectives of the Olympics, the philosophical and educational dimensions of Olympism, and
the Olympic Movement. This course requires a class paper.
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SAB 670: Selected Readings in Sports Coaching

This course will provide students an opportunity to conduct a series of literature reviews about an
approved sports coaching topic. The selected topic should include literature reviews pertaining to the
concepts and/or issues faced by coaches while performing their coaching responsibilities. The focus of
this course is to enhance the student’s research and composition abilities while gaining in-depth
knowledge regarding the profession of sports coaching. This course requires a class paper.

SAB 671: Advanced Coaching Theories (3 semester hours)

This course allows students to select sports coaching readings from a preselected reading list in order to
complete a series of book reports. These sports coaching readings will consist of topics such as
leadership, communication, management, skill acquisition, and risk management. The focus of this course
is to enhance the student’s knowledge concerning the profession of sports coaching. This course requires
a class paper.

SAM 622: Structure and Function of Professional and Amateur Sports Organizations (3 semester
hours)

The course provides an analysis of professional and amateur sports organizations from a philosophical,
historical, and operational perspective. It takes an in-depth look at the management and business practices
of this industry. It is designed for leaders in the industry who will manage effective and efficient sports
organizations. This course requires a final exam.

SAM 634: Ethics in Sport (3 semester hours)

This course is concerned with the study of Sports Management ethics and the manner in which ethics can
be applied and implemented in an individual’s personal and professional life. We will be reminded that
"whereas ethics are precepts of right and wrong in our behavior and judgments, the word morality often
refers to a way of life, to beliefs, attitudes, motives, and values individuals learn and exhibit in a social
context." This course requires a class paper.

SAM 640: Labor Relations in Sports (3 semester hours)

This course provides an in-depth examination of areas of labor relations that are particularly relevant to
sports. The growth and development of unions within the sports industry is explored, with an emphasis on
labor-management agreements currently utilized in professional sports. This course requires a final exam.

SAM 644: Sports Marketing Research (3 semester hours)

This course examines marketing research pertinent to the successful operation of sports enterprises. It
includes the study of research design, data analysis, and the presentation of results. This course requires
a class paper.

SAM 660: Financial Aspects of Sports (3 semester hours)

This course involves an in-depth study of the financial challenges facing contemporary sports
administrators, including an examination of financial data analysis, sources of funding, budgeting and
financial accountability, inventory management and production control processes, profit distribution,
taxation, and accounting processes. This course requires a final exam.

SAM 662: Sports Entrepreneurship (3 semester hours)

This course involves the study of entrepreneurship for those with a serious interest in owning their own
businesses. Students prepare a comprehensive business plan for starting or acquiring a business. The
process of operating a business is also explored. This course requires a class paper.
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SAM 672: Personnel Training and Development (3 semester hours)

This course reviews various forms of personnel training and development. On-the-job and off-the- job
training programs, personnel evaluation procedures, and needs assessments are also examined.

This course requires a final exam.

SAM 682 Facilities Planning in Sports (3 semester hours)

This course examines the principles, guidelines, and recommendations for the planning, construction,
maintenance, and management of sports facilities. It is designed to provide students with an awareness of
the facilities appropriate to sports programs, ranging from colleges to ultramodern fitness centers. This
course requires a final exam.

SAM 686: Research in Olympism (3 semester hours)

This course is designed to study special aspects of the administration and operation of the Olympic
Games. The historical significance of the Seoul Summer Olympics is examined. International students
who are Sport Management majors may elect to take this course in place of SAM 586 Sports Law and
Risk Management. This course requires a class paper.

SAM 688: Sports Journalism (3 semester hours)

This course will introduce students to the roles and responsibilities of those employed in the field of
sports journalism and to the importance of sports journalism to the media. The objectives of sports
journalism from a business and editorial standpoint and towards different demographic audiences will
also be analyzed. This course requires a class paper.

SAR 672: Computer Analysis in Sports (3 semester hours)

The purpose of this course is to introduce the students to statistical analysis using the SPSS statistical
software. This is an applied course in which the student will learn how to use SPSS to computer basic
statistics, such as analyses of variance and linear regression. This course requires a final exam.

SAR 673: Information Systems and Analysis in Sports (3 semester hours)
This course is a study of how to use and manage information systems in business and sports. This course
is an elective in the doctoral program. This course requires a final exam

SAR 674: Research Statistics in Sports (3 semester hours)

This course is an overview of statistical methods utilized in sports and exercise science. Emphasis will be
placed on computer software-based analysis. Topics include hypothesis testing, normal distributions, t
tests, analysis of variance, chi-square, nonparametric techniques, correlation, and linear regression. This
course requires a final exam.
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5. ACADEMY ONLINE WRITING LAB

Academic programs at the Academy depend on solid writing skills. With this in mind the Academy
maintains an online writing lab known as the Academy’s Center for Collegiate Excellence and Student
Success (ACCESS). Housed in the CMS, the writing lab presents 50 online tutorials to help students
foster better writing in an effort to further their academic success and professional advancement. Once
completed, the tutorial is assessed and feedback provided to the student.

Participation by students comes from suggestions offered by faculty when assignments have been
reviewed and certain deficiencies have been noted. Students are given the opportunity to engage one, or
more, of the online tutorials which are built around six writing fields:

The General Writing Process in the Sport Profession

Academic Writing in the Sport Profession

Editorial Style and Formatting within the Sport Profession
Grammar and Language Mechanics within the Sport Profession
Professional and Technical Writing for the Sport Professional
Job Search Writing in the Sport Profession

oL E

Students are introduced to ACCESS in the online orientation course when they are given a number of
practice tutorials to familiarize them with the processes and procedures of the ACCESS.

Assessment of the ACCESS tutorials is based upon specific rubrics which are presented in the Addenda
of this catalog according to the following procedure:
1. As students submit their writing assignments, they are graded by the course instructor according

to the appropriate grading rubric.

2. Students are strongly encouraged to complete the suggested tutorial(s) and to complete and
upload the tutorial exercises in an effort to master any deficiencies in writing.
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6. TUITION AND FEES

All tuition and fees are due upon registration. Registration is not complete until financial clearance is received,
indicating full payment. The Academy reserves the right to change tuition, fees, and other expenses as deemed
necessary, without prior notice. No student may register for any course until all Academy charges are satisfied.

FEES (General)

Tuition Fee (per semester hour) $540
Application Fee S50
Application Fee (International) $125
Application Fee (Post-Master’s) $100
Application Fee (Non-Degree) S50
Distance Learning Fee (per course) $75
Remote Proctor Device $205
Residential Administrative Fee (per semester) $200
Independent Study Fee (per course) $75
Re-Enrollment Application Fee $25
Re-admittance Fee $200
Late Registration Fee $50
International Postage Fee Varies
International Goods, Services, and Taxes Varies

EXPRESS SHIPPING FEES (as applicable)
Fed Ex 2" day (per course) $26
Fed Ex Overnight (per course)

(additional charge will apply for Saturday delivery) »47
International Shipping Varies
SPECIAL FEES

Transcript Fee (per copy) $10
Returned Check Charge: each occurrence S40
Course Extension Fee (per 30-days, only two per course) S50
Comprehensive Examination Fee* $175
Portfolio Fee $300
Graduation Fee $125
Replacement Diploma Fees:

Parchment Copy (8 %" x 11”) $25
Plaque Diploma (11” x 14”) $75
Graduate Transfer Evaluation Fee $50
Lifetime Alumni Fee (**one-time fee) $250
International Resident Student Health Insurance (annual fee)*** $746
Thesis Binding Fee (4 copies) $385
Thesis Microfilming $75
Thesis Copyright (optional) $75

*Students whose master’s program of study began prior to 2010-2011 must still take the Master’s Comprehensive
Examination and pay the required fee. Students entering the master’s program in 2010-2011, and thereafter, must
complete the Master’s Portfolio in place of the Comprehensive Exam.

**Students receive 10% off any item in the Academy bookstore including textbooks, artwork, and apparel with the
paid Lifetime Alumni fee.
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***All international students, in residence, will be assessed a health insurance fee.

The published fees and costs schedule include the basic fees required of all students enrolling in the Academy.
Since personal expenses (including supplies, food, and living expenses) vary, no attempt is made to estimate such
costs in this catalog. However, estimated costs are available through the Office of Student Services.

Active duty members of the Armed Forces, including members of the National Guard who are under orders placing

them on active duty and who are eligible to participate in Department of Defense tuition reimbursement programs,
will be charged the normal tuition rate.
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7. FINANCIAL AID

The Academy has a variety of financial-aid programs available to qualified students enrolled in the
master’s degree program. Federal financial aid is not available for non-degree-seeking students or those
enrolled in certification programs, nor does it apply to Continuing Education Units.

The availability of financial-aid funds may be limited from year to year. In addition, the Academy’s
participation in federally-funded financial-aid programs is subject to change without notice. The criteria
for eligibility and the rules governing the administration of the programs are subject to change without
prior notice.

All students receiving financial assistance must maintain at least half-time enrollment status (which is six
credit- hours per semester at the master’s degree level). To apply for any financial-aid program, students
must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

The Academy awards financial aid to eligible students regardless of race, religion, gender, age, disability,
or national origin.

7.1. Financial Aid Programs for Qualifying Students
7.1.1. Loans

7.1.1.1 Federal Stafford Loans
Federal Stafford Loans are long term, low-interest loans. The loans a student receives will be either
subsidized or unsubsidized.

A subsidized loan is awarded based on financial need. Students will not be charged interest before
beginning repayment or during deferment periods. Graduate students may borrow up to $8,500 per
academic year, based on demonstrated financial need, with an aggregate loan limit of $65,500, to include
any debt accrued in the undergraduate programs.

An unsubsidized loan is a long-term loan made through various lending institutions and banks to students
who do not qualify for the subsidized Federal Stafford Loan. The same terms and conditions
characterizing the subsidized Stafford Loan apply to the unsubsidized Stafford Loan, except for the latter;
the borrower will be charged interest from the time the loan is disbursed until it is paid in full. If the
borrower allows the interest to accrue while the student is in school or during other periods of
nonpayment, it will be capitalized. This means the interest will be added to the principal amount of the
loan and additional interest will be based on that higher amount.

Repayment is deferred until six months after graduation or after the student ceases to be enrolled at least
half time. Federal Stafford Loan information, including the current loan interest rate, is available on the
Internet at www.studentaid.ed.gov.

7.1.1.2 Graduate PLUS Loans

Graduate PLUS Loans are unsubsidized loans a student can obtain to pay for educational expenses. A
student must be enrolled at least half-time and must have a good credit history. The yearly limit on a PLUS
loan is equal to the student’s cost of attendance minus any other financial aid the student receives. Graduate
students must complete the PLUS loan application and Master Promissory Note (MPN). The application
and MPN can be obtained online from Direct Loans (www.studentloans.gov). Contact the Financial Aid
office for further details.
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7.1.1.3 Annual Loan Limits for Subsidized and Unsubsidized Stafford Loans

Graduate/Professional Student
1* Year $20,500 is the maximum annual award based upon the cost of
2" Year attendance. Not more than $8,500 of this amount may be in
3" Year subsidized loans.
Maximum Total Debt from $138,500; no more than $65,500 of which may be in subsidized
Stafford Loans when You loans. The graduate debt limit includes Stafford Loans received for
Graduate undergraduate study

7.1.2. Distribution of Financial Aid Funds

Payment of tuition and fees is due when a student registers for a course. In the event that a student has
been awarded financial aid and intends to use the proceeds to pay for the course registration, the
Academy, with the concurrence of the student, will post the incoming funds to the student’s account. The
Academy will deduct from these proceeds all costs associated with the registration including (but not
limited to) tuition, fees and learning materials. Remaining funds will be provided to the student after
funds have been disbursed, and after the student has attended class (per the policy stated below).
Additionally, the amount of this refund is limited to the amount of the financial aid proceeds actually
received for the term of the award.

The following procedures will be followed:

1. Students must be eligible based on enrollment status according to U.S. Department of Education

guidelines to receive Title IV funds.

Students must maintain satisfactory academic progress to be eligible to receive financial aid.

Financial aid funds will be disbursed once per each student’s term.

4. To receive the financial aid disbursement, a distance learning student must “attend a class”
by posting to the Virtual Café and by completing the Syllabus statement within 14 days of
the date of registration. The financial aid office is responsible for verifying this attendance.

5. Accounts receivable balances will be subject to collection procedures, as indicated in Section
3022.

6. Beginning 1 September 2011, all financial aid refunds will be made by direct deposit to the
student’s designated bank account. No checks will be issued.

wmn

Withdrawal: If students withdraw or drop out prior to completing 60% of the term, they will be required
to return a prorated portion of the financial aid received. This includes loans. The Academy is also
required to return a portion of financial aid on the student’s behalf. Students will be responsible for any
portion the Academy is required to return due to withdrawal (see the Return of Title IV Funds section in
the respective academic catalog or online at http://ussa.edu/admissions/financial-aid for further details).
This policy will be updated annually to ascertain that changes in federal regulations are accommodated.

Unofficial Withdrawal: A student who registers for a course and fails to attend the course (or in the case
of distance-learning students, fails to log-on and begin course work), who does not officially withdraw
from the Academy in accordance with academic policy, will be deemed an “unofficial withdrawal” for the
purposes of financial aid. In the case of residential students, “unofficial withdrawal” occurs after a student
has missed 25% of the scheduled class sessions. For distance-learning students, “unofficial withdrawal”
occurs when a student has failed to log-on and commence any course work within 14 days of the official
start date of a course. Students subject to the “unofficial withdrawal” provisions of the financial-aid
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policy are deemed not to have earned their financial aid awards and will be required to return 100% of
said awards to the federal government. If an unofficial withdrawal occurs between 15-68 days, a
student’s refund will be calculated based on U.S. Department of Education Title IV refund policy.

Distance-learning students, who receive a grade of “F” or “W” at the end of the term, will have
attendance verified to determine if a refund needs to be calculated for return of Title IV Funds.

7.1.3. In-School Deferments

Students who are registered at least half-time (six credit units) in the master’s program are eligible for an
in-school deferment of their student loans. A student must provide in writing the lender’s name, mailing
address, and/or fax number to the Financial Aid office in order to receive a deferment.

7.1.3.1. In-School Deferment for Dissertation/Thesis

A student working on a dissertation or thesis is eligible to receive an in-school deferment of student loan
repayment up to the statute of limitations for the program of study, upon verification of the following:

1. Written confirmation from the student’s chair that the student is progressing toward the
completion of the dissertation or thesis, which must be received prior to certifying an in-school
deferment; and

2. The student’s compliance with limitations on the academic program as delineated in the student’s
academic catalog and program of study (See Statute of Limitations for Degree Completion in this
academic catalog)

7.2. Veterans Administration Programs
7.2.1 \Veterans Benefits

Veterans Benefits: Veterans of any branch of the armed forces may be eligible to receive educational
benefits while attending the Academy. Veterans must be enrolled in approved programs of study. For
eligibility, veterans should check with their regional Veterans Administration office. The Academy is a
participant in the Post 9/11 GI Bill “Yellow Ribbon Program”. For more information about the program,
contact www.gibill.va.gov.

Dependent Benefits: Dependents of some veterans may be eligible for educational assistance while
attending the Academy. For eligibility, dependents of veterans should check with their regional Veterans
Administration office.

7.3. Military Financial Aid Program
The Academy welcomes opportunities to assist students with the pursuit of the financial aid for which
they qualify. Questions about the financial aid process or available military financial aid should be

directed to the Academy’s Financial Aid office.

The Academy has been approved by the United States Department of Defense to offer its courses to
members of the Armed Forces, including members of the Army National Guard.
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DANTES (Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support) has included the Academy and its
degree program in its DANTES External Degree Catalog.

The Academy recognizes that how a student pays for education is an important decision. The Academy
staff strives to provide students with the information needed to receive the maximum financial aid
available. The following information is current as of the date of publication of this catalog.

Assistance Program

Tuition Assistance

What is It Tuition Assistance is a military benefit that pays the cost of tuition and some fees.

Who is Eligible Virtually all military service members are eligible; however, each service branch determines its
criteria for eligibility.

Contact www.military.com/money-for-school

Assistance Program

Tuition Assistance “Top-Up Program”

What is It The “Top-Up” program is an additional benefit intended to supplement other tuition assistance
programs.

Who is Eligible To be eligible for the “Top-Up” benefit, an individual must be approved for federal Tuition
Assistance by a military department and for MGIB-active duty benefits.

Contact www.military.com/education/content/gi-bill/tuitiion-top-up-program.html

Assistance Program

Montgomery Gl Bill (MGIB) — Active Duty and Selected Reserves

What is It MGIB provides up to 36 months (four regular school years) of educational benefits to eligible
veterans for: College, business, technical, or vocational courses; Correspondence courses;
Apprenticeships or job training; Flight training.

Who is Eligible Active-duty members who have served at least two years on active duty.
Veterans fitting one of four eligibility categories reflecting enlistment date and length of active
duty.

Contact www.qibill.va.gov/Gl_Bill_Info

Assistance Program

Post-9/11 GI Bill

What is It

The Post-9/11 Gl Bill is a new education benefit program for individuals who served on active
duty on or after September 11, 2001.

Who is Eligible

Service members may be eligible if they served at least 90 aggregate days on active duty after
September 10, 2011, and they are still on active duty; OR were honorably discharged from
active duty; OR released from active duty and placed on the retired list; OR released from active
duty and transferred to the Fleet Reserve or Fleet Marine Corps Reserve; OR released from the
active duty for further service in a reserve component of the Armed Forces.

Service members may also be eligible if they were honorably discharged from active duty for a
service-connected disability and they served 30 continuous days after September 10, 2011.

Contact

www.gibill.va.gov/benefits

Assistance Program

Yellow Ribbon Program

What is It

The Yellow Ribbon Gl Education Enhancement Program (Yellow Ribbon Program) is a
provision of the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2008.

This program was designed to help decrease the out-of-pocket expenses of veterans attending
schools whose tuition and fees exceed the maximum amount under the Post-9/11 Gl Bill.
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Who is Eligible Individuals entitled to the maximum benefit rate (based on service requirements) under the Post-
9/11 GI Bill may receive this funding:
If you served an aggregate period of active duty after September 10, 2011, of at least 36 months;
if you were honorably discharged from active duty for a service-connected disability and had
served 30 continuous days after September 10, 2011; or,
if you are a dependent eligible for Transfer of Entitlement under the Post-9/11 Gl Bill based on
a veteran’s service under the eligibility criteria listed above.

Contact www.gibill.va.gov/benefits

Assistance Program

Reserve Educational Assistance Program (REAP)

What is It

A program designed to provide educational assistance to members of the Reserve components
called or ordered to active duty in response to a war or national emergency as declared by the
President or Congress.

Who is Eligible

A member of a reserve component who served on active duty on or after September 11, 2001
under Title 10 U.S. Code for a contingency operation and who serves at least 90 consecutive
days or more.

National Guard members are also eligible if their active duty is under Section 502(f) Title 32
USC and they serve for 90 consecutive days when authorized by the President or Secretary of
Defense for a national emergency and is supported by federal funds.

Individuals are eligible as soon as they reach the 90-day point whether or not they are currently
on active duty. DoD will fully identify contingency operations that qualify for benefits under
Chapter 1607.

Disabled members who have an illness or disease incurred or aggravated in the line of duty, and
are released before completing 90 consecutive days, are also eligible.

Contact

www.gibill.va.gov/post-911/other-programs/reap

Assistance Program

Veterans Educational Assistance Program (VEAP)

What is It

This is available if an individual elected to make contributions form his/her military pay in order
to participate.

It can be used for a degree, certification course, correspondence course, apprenticeship or on the
job training program, or vocational flight training programs, as well as for remedial, deficiency,
and refresher training.

Who is Eligible

To be eligible the individual must have:

*Entered the serve for the first time between January 1, 1977 and June 30, 1985;
*Opened a contribution account before April 1, 1987,

*Contributed $25 to $2,700;

*Completed first period of service;

*Received a discharge that was not dishonorable.

Contact

www.gibill.va/gov/post-911/other-programs/veap

Assistance Program

Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Service

What is It An individualized, detailed outline of service that will be provided under Chapter 31, VRE
program. It also prepares an individual for obtaining and retaining employment consistent with
one’s abilities, aptitudes, and interests

Who is Eligible Veterans who have a VA disability rating and an employment handicap.

Contact http://www.vba.va.gov/bin/vre/
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7.4. Definition of Academic Year

The Academy’s academic increments are termed as 16-week semesters. Students receiving financial aid at
the master’s level are allowed eight semesters (four years) to complete their programs of study. At the
end of three semesters, 18 credit hours must have been completed with a minimum cumulative grade
point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale.

7.5. Satisfactory Academic Progress

All students at the Academy who receive federal financial aid must make satisfactory progress toward
completion of a degree program within a reasonable period of time. The Academy has developed the
following standards defining satisfactory progress, in accordance with regulations issued by the U.S.
Department of Education.

Master’s students are considered to be making satisfactory progress if they

« Are admitted and enrolled as degree-seeking students,

»  Meet the required qualitative measure for financial-aid recipients,

- Maintain measurable progress toward the completion of the degree, and
- Complete degree requirements within a reasonable length of time.

7.5.1. Required Qualitative Measure

In order to meet the required qualitative measure, a master’s student must maintain a minimum
cumulative GPA of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. This measure comes into effect after the student has
attempted six semester-hours at the Academy.

7.5.2. Measurable Quantitative Progress Requirement

In order to maintain measurable progress toward the completion of a degree, a student must successfully
complete 67% of all the Academy credit-hours attempted (hours attempted include repeated courses,
dropped courses, withdrawals and incomplete courses). This measure becomes effective when a student
has attempted 12 semester-hours at the Academy.

7.5.3. Reasonable Length of Time Requirement

At the Academy, a reasonable length of time for the completion of a degree program is defined as no
more than 150% of the normal time required to complete a degree program measured in terms of
academic years or terms, credit-hours attempted or clock-hours completed. The time allotted to complete
the master’s degree is four years. Course work, which transfers into a degree program, will adjust the time
frame accordingly. Satisfactory academic progress status will be determined for each student when
Financial-Aid applications are renewed.

7.5.4. Reinstatement of Financial Aid, Academic Eligibility, and Appeals of Decision
Students who become ineligible for financial aid because they do not maintain satisfactory progress

towards the completion of a degree may reapply for financial aid when they have cleared the deficiency
and are again progressing satisfactorily according to the requirements outlined above.
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When mitigating circumstances are involved, students may appeal decisions that they have not complied
with the academic requirements for financial aid. To do so, they must submit letters to the Financial Aid
Appeals Committee, addressed to the Dean of Student Services, requesting reinstatement of eligibility for
financial aid. The letters must explain why satisfactory progress is not being made and any documentation
to support the rationale for the appeal.

Appeals may be accepted without provision, or they may be accepted provisionally, entailing a
probationary period in which a student must earn a given number of credit-hours and/or earn a specified
GPA. Appeals may also be denied. It is each student’s responsibility to initiate any appeal for financial
aid eligibility. Appeals for academic reinstatement do not constitute reinstatement of financial aid
eligibility.

7.6 Return of Title IV Funds

The Academy’s Financial Aid office is governed by rules concerning Title IV Federal Student Aid funds,
which include Stafford Loans.

The Academy awards aid to students based on 100% completion of courses. If students withdraw, the
Academy must determine the percentage of financial aid “earned.” If students do not complete 60% of the
course or courses, they have not “earned” the full allotment of financial aid. In this case, the Academy is
required to return the “unearned” portion of aid to its originating source (i.e. the student loan lender).

Upon withdrawal, if the Academy determines that a student is due a refund, it will credit the student’s
account. Then, the Academy determines the amount, if any, that must be returned on his behalf. If return
of aid is required, the Academy will use any credit balance a student may have to fulfill this
responsibility. If those funds are more than the Academy is required to return, the student will receive the
remainder. In most instances, however, those funds are not enough to cover the amount, which could
leave the student owing the Academy a balance.

In order to determine if funds have to be returned, the Academy determines how much aid was earned. Each
16- week term contains approximately 112 class days. Once the student has completed 60% of the course, or
68 days, it is considered that 100% of the funds are earned. However, if the student completed only 50%, for
instance, or 56 days, the Academy would be required to return 50% of aid awarded/disbursed to the student
during that term. Therefore, if the Academy awarded and disbursed $2800.00 of aid to the student, the
Academy would have to return $1400.00 to the federal government. Note that in this situation, the student
would not be afforded a refund, from the Academy as 56 days exceed the 38-day maximum, as stated in the
Academy Refund Policy.

Students can determine the amount of their personal situations by using the same formula. The amount of
days attended is determined by the shipping date of the course materials, based on five school-days per
week. This number can then be compared to 112 to determine what percentage of aid was earned. That
percentage, if less than 60%, can then be compared to a student’s financial-aid award amount for that
term to determine the amount the Academy will return on a student’s behalf to the student loan lender.
7.7. Academy Financial Aid Review

1. Students can apply for financial aid before applying for admission to the Academy.

2. Astudent must be a U.S. citizen or a permanent resident of the United States to apply for federal
financial assistance.
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3. Toreceive funds, a student must be accepted for admission in a degree-seeking program.

4. International students can apply for International Student Loans. Application information is
available on the Internet at www.internationalstudentloan.com. A co-signer who is a U.S. citizen
is required.

5. Toapply for financial aid, students must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA). FAFSA is available at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Students can sign their applications
electronically with a Personal Identification Number (PIN) issued by the U.S. Department of
Education. If a student does not have a PIN, the U.S. Department of Education will email one
within three days. The proper year (2011-2012 begins with summer semester) and the Academy’s
Federal School Code (021706) must be selected.

6. The Academy will receive student information electronically from the federal processor. A
student must be accepted for admission to the Academy before financial aid award can be
processed. The Academy will review the information and an email will be sent notifying the
student to log into his/her Student Portal for the official financial aid award letter.

The U.S. Department of Education selects one-third of all financial-aid applications for a process
called verification. If selected, the Academy will ask for documentation 