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Q.  How do I access the Academy Library? 
A. There are two avenues to reach the library: 

• Open up Canvas, where you access courses, go to Resources, then click on Library Resources.   
• Students can also go to the United States Sports Academy’s website, select Current Students and 

then select Library Resources.  

Q. How can I contact a member of the library staff?  
A. Students can reach a member of the library staff by phone, email, and chat. 

• Phone and email reference assistance is available Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. CST.  

General library email: library@ussa.edu.  

For the library, please call (251) 626-3303. 

• Staff policy is to respond to all inquiries within 18 hours during the business week. 

The Academy’s library also offers 24/7 Librarian chat, available on the library’s homepage on the right 
side. Students can chat with a librarian anytime, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, even during holidays. 

Please feel free to contact a library staff member to schedule a one-on-one library training session. You 
can email or call to request an appointment during regular business hours.  

Q. How does a research database search? 
A. In an internet search engine you can search using natural language. This is where you can list a 
question or several phrases. The search engine then crawls through the Internet bringing up what it has 
identified linking back to the words or phrases entered.  

A research database searches differently in that you place in keywords or keyword phrases and use 
Boolean connectors like AND, OR, NOT between concepts. As databases are indexed, the keywords or 
search terms are then searched against the indexed information.  

If you are searching for information on concussion research on college football athletes, you could try 
searching in the database: concussions AND college athletes AND football.   

Please feel free to connect with a librarian today for assistance with identifying keyword options.  

Q. Where can I find articles? 
A. Article resources can be found in the research databases. Please click on EBSCO, ProQuest or Gale to 
begin searching. On the Advanced Search screen in a database, you can also select Article in the 
document type area.  

See information below on locating peer reviewed articles. 

Q. Where can I find books or e-books? 
A. There are a few avenues to review books and e-books.  
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• On the Academy Library’s homepage, you can start by searching in the Online Public Access 
Catalog (OPAC). This lists physical holdings specific to the library. Students can request to check 
out a book listed here (please contact the library with questions on requesting a physical 
collection book). 

• Another option is to explore possible e-book information in the EBSCO database. There you can 
search the eBook Collection.  

• Students can also visit OCLC World Share (http://worldcat.org). This site also is linked to the 
Library of Congress’ interlibrary loan program so that a user can find a library where a particular 
book can be located.  

o A user can go to Amazon (http://amazon.com/books) and find bibliographic information 
about books on any given topic.  

Q. What is a “peer reviewed journal”?  
A. Peer reviewed journals, can also be referred to as academic or scholarly journals, feature content 
primarily academic in nature. Articles in these publications go through a rigorous review process by a 
field of peers/experts in the specific industry, for approval before publication. These articles include 
empirical research, scholarly discourse, and critical analysis of subject areas.  

• In the library’s databases, look for a box to select by Scholarly Peer Reviewed Journals or Peer 
Reviewed, to filter the results for that specific type of publication. 

It is important to note there can be general commentary and book reviews in academic or scholarly 
journals, however, that information is not considered peer reviewed.  

Examples of non-peer reviewed resources include newspapers, magazines, trade publications, blogs, etc.  

Q. I constantly have trouble using the library databases to find relevant 
articles.  
A. In the research databases, it is recommended students use the Advanced Search option.  The library 
features collections of research databases from EBSCO, ProQuest and Gale. The interfaces of the research 
databases may vary slightly, but you can search using similar strategies.  

Here are a few quick tips: 

• Select keywords or search terms that best target your search.  
• If you are searching a common phrase, enclose it in quotation marks. For example: “college 

athlete”, as this tells the database to locate those terms together. 
• Using the Advanced Search screen, next to the keyword boxes, try searching TI Title. This tells 

the database to search for those keywords in the title. 
• Also, do a general search, then look for Subjects in the search results. You can then search by SU 

Subject Terms to help refine the results.  
• Please feel free to connect with a librarian today for additional assistance.  

Q. Are there any free access databases? 
A. Yes. Please visit the Open Access Resources area on the library’s homepage for a listing of options to 
explore.  
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Q. What is Boolean searching? 
A. In a research database you search using Boolean connectors. This includes AND, OR, and NOT. These 
connectors are placed between keywords (search terms) or keyword phrases to conduct a search on a 
specific topic. 

The research databases are set up to search with an “AND” between search terms, you can view this on 
the Advanced Search screen in a database.  

Here is more information: 

• Use AND to search for topics together. For example: Football AND college athlete 
• Use OR to search for similar terms that could be expressed on a topic: lawsuit OR litigation 
• Use NOT to exclude words (used less frequently). For example: college athlete AND football 

NOT soccer 

Q. How do I get full text access to articles? 
A. The research databases feature collections of full text articles, as well as article abstracts. Here are 
some strategies to locate full text resources: 

• Start by searching in the library’s research databases. In the database select the box by Full Text 
(if not selected). 

• If you located an abstract in the research database, and would like access to the Full Text here are 
a few options:  
• Go to an internet search engine such as Google. Type in the full title of the article being 

sought. Links available could lead to the full text, or even the website for the journal 
publisher (see information on full text availability if free or there is a fee). 

• You can also contact the Academy library staff. We can explore the options available 
including interlibrary loan.  

Q. Where can I find information on APA Style? 
A. You can visit the APA Style’s website and blog for more information.   

In the research databases, when reviewing an item, there can be a “cite” or “citation tool” button. This is a 
computer generated citation, in several formats. This should be used as a loose guide for citation 
information, and not simply copied and pasted. These are computer generated citations and can be 
incorrect. Always verify any generated citation to the APA Style guidelines.   

Please feel free to connect with a librarian today with any additional questions.  

Q. Where can I get help with academic writing? 
A. In Canvas, you can explore ACCESS.  Information here contains a large number of articles dealing 
with issues common to academic writing.  Some example topics include: Creating a Thesis, Overcoming 
Anxiety about Writing, Avoiding Plagiarism, and more.  
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Q. Where can I find information on researching for papers? 
A. The Academy Library offers information on the Research Process that can be reviewed along with the 
ACCESS tutorials available in Canvas. Please feel free to review these areas, and connect with a librarian 
today for more information.  

Q. I can’t find complete copies of dissertations online.  
A. In the Library’s Resources area, select Dissertation Database of ProQuest to view the available USSA 
dissertations (note some may be only in abstract form).  

Also, you can select the ProQuest link in the library. Then select the Advanced Search option. Once on 
that screen, in the Manuscript Type area, select Doctoral Dissertations. Then enter keywords to search.  

In the Academy Library we have electronic folders where we keep a few complete dissertations 
completed by our students. Upon request we will email copies of some or all of those dissertations out to 
students. We do keep print copies of our students’ dissertations. Users can request that we copy and send 
out a dissertation and we will then quote a price. ProQuest will send an unbound copy of a dissertation 
out for about $35.00. 

Q. Does the Academy Library proctor exams? 
A. The Academy Library will proctor for local USSA students for no charge. Students from other 
institutions can be proctored for a fee of $25.00. 

Q. Where can I find legal resources? 
A. Here are a few resources to explore: 

• In the databases you can use search terms to identify some legal materials.  
• Find law (www.Findlaw.com) is a free site that contains a legal glossary, information on state 

legal codes and other legal resources. 
• Most states make their state codes freely available online. As an example, the Alabama code can 

be found by using the keyword search “Code of Alabama”. 
• Copies of opinions of appellate course cases and articles about those cases can generally be found 

by doing an internet search using the name of the case or the citation information. 
• Many law reviews are freely available online. 
• Black’s Law Dictionary is available online. 
• Information about copyright law can be found at the U.S. Copyright Office (http://copyright.gov). 

There are a number of other sites that offer free information about copyright issues. These can be 
found by doing an internet search using the keywords “copyright law”.  

Q. What is Google Scholar and how can it help me with my research 
needs? 
 A. Google Scholar, from Google, is a search engine reviewing article and related resources. Users can 
type in search queries in the search box. Another option is to select the down arrow in the right corner of 
the search box, and the Advanced Search options appears.  If students are struggling with search terms or 
possible topics Google Scholar is one option to jump start brainstorming. 
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It is recommended students use the library’s research databases, as this can ensure the full text of the 
article is available. Google Scholar can sometimes bring back dated material, as well as links to 
publisher’s websites (access for a fee).  

Please feel free to connect with a librarian today for more information.  

Q. Can a student search the holdings in the Library of Congress? 
A. Students can access the Library of Congress catalog (http://catalog.loc.gov).  This is the online home 
of the Library of Congress. You will find that you can perform various kinds of searches that will bring 
up books held by the Library of Congress. You can then use the OCLC Worldcat 
(https://www.worldcat.org/) and locate libraries that have the item. The LOC site will provide a user with 
all bibliographic information needed to search for a book. 

Q. Where can I find demographic data? 
A. the U.S. Census Bureau (http://www.census.gov/main/www/access.html) is an authoritative resource 
to explore for statistical information.  

Q. Is Wikipedia an acceptable source for research papers? 
A. Strictly speaking, no. Wikipedia can provide some general background information on a person, a 
school, intellectual concept, etc. However, it should not be as a direct source for information. This is not 
considered a peer reviewed source. 
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